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1. On acceunt eof the chain eof cemmand ef the German Luftwaffe im Werld
War II the Study 5 te 11 is subdivided into twe beoks:

- e e A -

iThe Alr War in the West! and

"The Heme Alr Defends (RLV)"

2. The precurenment and extent ef the required seurce material de net
permit the preparatien of the Study © to 11 in the ferm ef a chrenele-
gical histerical pressantatien.The author was under the necessity ef an-
ticipating in his werk these perieds fer which adequate ssurce material
was availadle in time. For this reasen, the histerical presentation of
the alr eperations within the framswerk of the heme alr defense during
the peried frem 15 September 1943 teo D-Day (6 June 1944) was completed
first. It contalns the fellewlag three velumes with three supplements:

I Velume

————— e e

Alr Varfars ever the Relch's Territery Wy Day and by Night frem

15 September 1943 te 31 Decewber 1943

———— - ————

II Velume

The Battle for the Alr Supremacy aver the Eeiech's Territery frem

1 Jamuary 1944 te 31 March 1944

111 Velums

——— e ————

Air Battles sver the Reich's Territery in Defenss of the Vital
Resources of the German Luftwaffe frem 1 April 19 44 te D-Day (6

-

June 1944)
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historical
A eritical comparisen of the Allied and the Gersan presentatiensef the

events of the air warfars during the period selected will be given later.

3. In this third velume ef the Study 9 te 11 the air eperatiems in
the framswork of the heme air defense are presented strictly en the basis
of Gom imewledge. Be far u:t.mquir.d source meterial was available, de—
tailed data en the empleyment ef the German antiaircraft artillery amd the
effeets of the bowbing attasks wers included in the presentatien tee. This,
hewever, disterts an otherwise clear picturs. These data, hewever, serve the
formatien of an idea of the direct successes ia cemnectien with the ecomoxy
of the German asntisircraft artillery ia additien te its indirect deterring
effect as well as of the l:ton‘l‘.':ho damage imnflicted upen persennsl and ma-

terial by bexbing attacks.

The sketehes pertaining te the third volume are centained in khwxxikt Supple-
ment III.

4, Seuree Material ;-r the III Velume

The war diary of the I Fighter Cerps was used as the main basis fer the pre-
sentatien of the events. It is of documentary value. Cempleomentary data were
taken frem t::‘ h:np-r- of the fermer Branch of Military Science ef the
Luftwaffevhick are te be regarded as semi-official. Rhexsmipxiztwxmeatims

ssurce
The only Emxis for the presentatien of the peried frea 21 May te 6

June 1944 was the decumsntary materisl left by the fermer Bramch of Milita=
ry Science of the Luftwaffe. Therefers, the sketches im Supplemeat III
regarding this peried eof time are  :imcemplete amid effer a graphic presen-

tatien of the air eperatisas enly.

—_— e -
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Individual cemplemsntary remarks were based eon privets netes takem
by a fermer civil alr defense efficial.

A few ether sources frem which specific data were taken are especially
queted in the text.

Critical cemments which are centained in the menthly reviews repre-
sent the views of the suther. In preparing them the epiniens of the fellowing
gentlemen were considered:

Generalmajer (ret.) Waltsr Grabmann, the former Cemmanding General
of the 3rd Fighter Diviesiea,

Overst (ret.) Gusather Raduech, the fermer Cemmanding Officer ef
the S5th Night Fighter Wing.

The follewing material was net censidered:

Reperts written frem memery and data frem belletristic wartime and pest-war

literature.

6. Overall Evaluatien ef the III Velume eof the Study 5 te 11

The presentatien of the course ef events of the air warfare in the
third veluns is based en material eof the air force cemmand of medium level.
Cembat reperts of flying vnits mzmzxwsrs were not available. Owing te the ex-
traordinary cenditiens at the end ef the wer it will hardly be pessible te
procure decumentary waterial ef the speratienal units relating te the ceurse
of coxbat in the air. Out of this results a censiderable deficiency fer histe-

riegraphy all the moere se as reports subjectively prepared frea memery of indl

duals ars of limited value enly.
The statements made in Velume III of the Study 9 te 11 will ceme

~al
cless te the histerie truth,
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Regarding the peried from 2L May te € Jume 1944 the presentatie 15 presu-
mably imceaplete. In view of the limited source waterisl available and hu-
man frailties allewance mist be made for miner histerical errers.

It should be neted that all Iu§ statements mEx regarding the Allied
air eperations reflect exclusively the (erman knowledge at the respective
point of tiwe.

can
All figures sxcluling these relating te time mmx be evaluated emly in resr:t
peet te relative quantities. The author will later cemment on the always limi-

of
ted value eof numerical data, wersever en the chnrnhrht?ii‘ and emissionsin

sfxzepsptingz the preparatien ef reportss

—_——
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1.) sm.’ LA R AR R RS AR AR AR R AR R AR AR R AR R R ARl R R R R R R R R RN RRRTE]
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1 w 1944 LR R R R R R A R L R R N N  EE E E R Y Y]
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w 19“ LA LR A R R A R A N R A R R R R R A R R RN AN

4.) Americam Beuwbing Operatiea

en 4 w 1944 svsssevsanssnssssnsinsnesssasasessscstssrnsntetssesonseee
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en 7 u&" 1544 LA R T N R R T
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8.) Amsrican Attack en Berlian and Braumschweig

[ 1] a w 19“ BRSO SBOP RSP0 ROOESREDARAERBERNTRNRORANRRRRRRENORATROGRODES

9.) Amsrican Attacks en Inst tiens of the Transpertatiea
System in the Areaspf Luxe » Diedenhofen

en 9 w 15944 suvnes 80008000 sosEsasoaITTEs s TRIRINI SRR sETIRNORERRELRRORER

10.) American Attack on Wiener-Neustadt

.I 10 w 19“ I R N e R R R R R R NN
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System in the Areas ef Muslhausem, Luxembeurg, Saargemmend

en 11 ﬁay 1944 aevccussansansessnssssatssssssssnetees s sosaansiantscsnnes

12.) American Attacks en Hydregsnatien Flants in Central Germeny

.‘ 12 w 19“ B e s at BB iaEedandantantdsadisnstslsstasplodsnsnsnsnannas

13.) Americen Attacks on Stettin and Osnabrueck en

13 w lm IR e R R R R N R R R R R R R R R A R R N N

14.) Awerican Recennaisssuce Operatiens ever the Reich's Territery '
during the Peried fres 14 May te 20 May 1944 witheut the Large-Scale
Attack en Berlin em Berlin

“ 13 w 19“ I R R e e R R R R R R A R R R R R E R N R R R R

15.) Awmerican Attack en Berlin and Brausschweig

en 13 w 1544 sevcessnsnsansascsnnsssnnsnsssassensssssannsasasossncsssan

16.)

17.) Aserican Attack en Kiel

an a w 19“ B4 4500 SRS BEB N0 RBRAEB AN ESEODORRNAREGNAPORORBBARBBETRERES

18,) Aserican Fighter Attacks en 22 and

aa w 1“‘.l.'ll".'ll....."'...I.C...‘.........I..ll..........'l'.l...

19.) American Attacks en Berlin and Vienna en
. 24 Hq 1944 cevecvcovunnuccerronnenosstsesnnsstesssstsntotasatossnsssaten;

m.) “mn nﬂt" ‘tmh en 26 nd 25 h’w 19“ I Y Y

21.) Americen Attacks en Cities and Railread Installatiems im Seuth-West Ger-
nany ., in Ju'l..'icc-lmrrllnn. and in the Saar Area om 27 May 1944 sescesensce

22.) American attscks en Installaticas of the Fusl and Armament Industry
in Central Gerssay

en 26 w 15944 aoncesnessosatnsesassessssssTss IO USITEERRRESSTaTEREREnS

23.) Awericen Attacks en Arseament Plants and Airfields in Central and Bastern
Germany, the Hydregenatien Flant at Poelitz near Stettin as well as en
Arsapsat Plants in the Area of Vienna om 23 May 1944 cevevcrrccanessarss
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24.) Americean Attacks en Arpament Plants im Central Germany, aAirfields
in Nerthern Germany, and Imdustrial Imstallatiems in Austria em

m w 13“ AP AR NSRRI RARGENEABARENSRNORRBETRRIERSARINTRIRTRIDARSEERTY RS

2b.) Awsrican Attacks en Installatiens & the Transportation System ia
Westera and Seuthern Germany on Il May 1944 evsesessvcsccssnanssvsnansnnsns

= 8

Chapter IV

-

Activities at Night during tae Feried frem 1 May 1944 te
m (6 J“. 19“) ..ll'lll'....'....llII'.I"......’ll.l".""..'.ll.l..'..‘

""'-I-) sw P e R L R R R

2.) Britisk Nuisance Raids ea Saarbruscken snd Dueren durimg the Nigat
frem 30 bﬁl %o 1 May 1944 svcessennsnssenasssnnnsranasssnssannsarsaens

3.) British Attack en Imstalletiens of the Tramspertatien System im the
Arsa of Brugesls and a Nulsance Attack ea Mamnheim en 1-2 May 1944 .esses

. “‘)Bﬂtiﬂh Hulsance BRalid en Keelln en 2-3 May 1944 secvsvennssnasssavossanen
B.) British Nuisance Attecks en Dussseldorf! and Mannheim en

H m 19“ -.I.....'..'Il........l........II.I.I....'...l...l.l..llll.

6.) British Nuisance Raids oa Mamnheim, Keelsn, Leveriusen, and
Bm.t en &5 w 1944 casesssncennenanessostssncoetacnssosnsassnnsess

7s) British Alr Operatiens fer lilniag the Danube River

R “ w 1964 senrovsessssoossfanasas s rANao e seo0SEnEtasnEroeRlnNERERss

8.) British ¥ulsance Ralds sn Keelfw and kanzhein

on 6.? m 19“ Rt R R R L R S L ]

9,)British Nulsauce Haids en Krefeld and Leveriusen

an 7-8 m 19“ AR NSBCEONENAENONOESNPRBRDEREsRRTEN AT EaDRSRadinntgrenew

.10.) British Attack en Installations ef the Transpertatien Systes in
the Area of Namar, Charlerei and & Nuisence Rald en Osnabrueck

On B9 KAy 1944 cevcovcevscsorsasscsnsscsssssssssssssncssansatansnsnssnane
E

1l.) Appearance of British Bembers over lerthern France and Nuisaace Raid
en Berliam en 9-10 w 1944 soscssessasasvessscssssnssesssssssnasensennas

12,) Appearance ef British Bembers ever the Areasef Brussels end Casbral as
well as Nulsance Raids on Frankfurt on the Main, Mannheinm and Budapest
R 10"11 w 19“ R R R N Y R R R R E R R R A R A AL R RS AR R L

13.) British Attack en Installations ef the Transpertatien System in the Area
of lﬂl.‘l. an 11-12 HW 19“ sesstEssSastasseastsoasasdsntan00saseRsRBE
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14.) British Attack sa Ianstallatiens 6f the Transpertatioen System im the
Adrea of IA@ on 12-13 May 1944 R T

15.) British Air Operatiens on 13-14 kiay as well as British Nulsance Ralds
an K..lln .‘d m..l‘ld."f an 14—15 w 1044 NI

16.) British Nuisance Raids en Mamnheim and Keeliu on 156-16 May

1944 (AN AN NEAERENRELEEE R AR AR RN LR E R R R LR RR AR AR AR LR LN EREERERERE Y]

17.) British Huisance Raid en Berlia

on 16=17 ulﬂ' 1944 T T

18,) Brit!ish Nuisance Flights on 18-19 May and Nuisance Raid ean
Kealin on 19-20 lay 1944 sossvsassssssnsssessassssssensssssssnsnsnanns

19,) British Attack en Dulsburg en

21‘22 x.’ 19“ G sRBRABOR PRSP SEPPRROERORREROORRRRdssTERESORRERRERRRS

20.) British Attack ek Dertmund and Braunschwsig ea

23"23 m 19“ SR PRCAEN IR TR OUREB RO RERTRORERRRsecRRSERERRRRRERERES

Page

218) British N¥uisance Raids on Berlij as well as Attacks on Aachen and the Alrfield

of Fels on the Wagram during the Peried from 23-24 te 29 30 May

194‘ (TR R R N N R R R R R R ]
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Overfeldwebel Rellvage of Sth Squadren/53th Fighter WANg evesessessssessssacas
The Cemmanding General of I Fighter Corps inspected the Arede Alircraft Plamts

in RErmxxsciaxiy Brandenburg en the Havel ea 1 May. The Awmerican bembing attack
en 18 April 1944 did not cause any 4amEge to the PLARLS ceeesesersrcssssssases

Major Karl Friedrich Musller (left),Comsanding Officer of 3rd Pighter Wing
(U“‘). hlld h “ti“ i‘ m 19“ LR L A R R R N Y RS S R s

Oberfeldwebel Frank, 2nd Squadren/3rd Night Fighter Wing, killed im actien

35"‘2? mﬂl 19“ '.l..l'....'...'.....'...'I'.ll.'...-.....'...l.'..'-..‘..l...

Oberst VWalter Oesam, iilled in zctiom o= 11 Eoy 1944 coceccscsncccnrasssnnsene
at :
Hydregenatien plant Bruex prier te the Americam air attaek

oR 1.3 w 19“ LA R S E R R R A R L N Y S a1

at
Hydregenation plant'Brusx after the American air attack

.‘ 12 m 19“ AR AR AL AL R R AR R A R R R A R R R R R R YR

Arszament plant at Krsesinkl near Pognan prier te the Americaa air attack

en 29 May 19“ L e R R L T I

Aruament plant at Lelpzig-Heiterdlick after the American air attack

on 29 m 1944 L T e T P Y R R N R Y S F r R LRI
ab
Armepent plant'Kreesinid near Peznan after the Aumericam air attack

.. 3 w 19“ LA AR R A AR LR A R A AL AR I R R R R R R A R R R R R R R R N R R R N Y Y R ]

Armapent plant at Oscherslsben after the Americam air attack

on m w 19“ LR R R L L R R R A A R L L R R Y P Y R )

"EE T IEENST S T . R ., E NN L L L
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Chapter I
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Daytime Activities in April 1944

1.) Burvey

a.) Averican Offemsive Operatiens

The air supremmcy ef the American alr ferces over the Reich's
in particular,
territeory could be comselidated in April 1544, The fermer was,
. demsnstrated by the fact that the Americam fighter forces began te carry
especially
sut-strafing attacks againet the Luftwaffe on alrfields within the Reich's
territery. Thi was dens within the framewerk ef large-scele bember attacks
as well as in special fighter eperatioens. Bexbing eperatiens against German
airfields wers conducted enly te a limited extent.
By this new American practice of fighting the Germam Inftwaffe en the greund
several hundred alrcraft were destreyed and the same number of them wes da-
mageds The striking pewsr ef the Luftwaffe, however, was snly slightly im-
. paired by these eperatiecs. The readiness for sctien eof the flying units ef
the hems air defense was hardly affected. The few bPembardnents ef airfields
renained witheut any influemce en the functioning ef the home air defense.
The fact thet the American fighter ferces obiained freedem of eperatiem,
hewsvar, had grave censequences fer the home air defence. While the Ameri-
can fighters mxmx were, in perfermance of thelr escert duties, hitherte tied

te the feour-engine wember fermatiems they had now ebtained their full freedmm

i i S
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of eperatien im all altitudes and attacked the German fighter aircraft where-
sver the latter appeared. Thus the American fighter attacke were alse dirsec-
ted against the Germen single- and twin-engine fighter units while the latter
were assembling or ea their approsch flight. Abeve all, singly flylng Ger-
man fighters 'hie:?:lrndy suffered hits wers unable te escape their Azeri-
can pursuers. This alse applied ti German fighters which were ferced te pre-
cecious landing because they Bad rum eut of fuel. Iventually, the American
fighteras began te iuterfers with the landing maneuvers ef German fighter

and
units wisslpxiiay scored censiderable sucecess. The air supremacy of the
over the BEeich's Territery

Apsrican fighter forces had by now beceme complete. The American fighters m
been released frow their rigid miseiem of escorting bembers and fulfilled thelr
preper missien of free operating.Rwxax Somstimes this fact preved te be die-

advantagecus te the American beubers. In caseg when Amsrican fighters left
the bembers they were te escert precociously te fly lew-lavel attacks in free
eperatiens the Germam fighter ualis succeeded, in surprise attacks, in deei-
mating the wnpretected bomber formations eor in destroying them cempletely.

In dpril 1944 the emphasis ef the Awerican bexbing attacks was placed
Oﬁ::; the German air armement indwstry. The latter suffered heavy damage by at ‘ﬂ.‘
tacks carried esut en 2 large scale under favorable weather cenditions. Im ad-
ditien,the American aii- ferces statiened in Great Britain started bembing ati=
tacks en installatiens eof the tranportation system in North-West Germamy and
strafing ralds en trains, especially lecometives.

A synchronizetien of the American alr operations conducted from the

alr 'lan ln Grdlt Britaln with those cenducted frem the Itelien base was te
be nﬁtﬂ on three days enly.

The operatkens of the Americem air force statiened in Italy extended
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te targets ia iustria, Hungary, Jugeslavia, and Rurenia. Net imcluding the
attacks on targets in France the ameunted te almbst eme third of the Ameri-
can tetal effert in April and brought abeut a dipersiem ef the fighter defen-
se force within the heme air defensge,

In spite of the weather cenditiens favorable for offensive eperatiers
the American air ferce im Great Britain did net centiaus their attacks agalnst
the Geraan alr armament imdustry within the Bsich's territery em 27 and 28 dpril]
On beth thees days these forces operated over tim French-Belgian territery.

The intensity of the American air effort against the Reich's territery

in April is demenstrated by the felleowing numbsrs of offensive missiens Tlewn:
@ 12 large-scale attacks cenducted frem the air base in Great Britain,

6 large-scals attacks cenducted frem the air dase in Italy,
3 independent eperatiens cenducted by fighters and fighter-besbers
against German alrfields,
11 offensive eperatiom by fighter units against airflelds within
the Reich's territery in cenjunctien with American large-scale

bember eperations.

It was enly on twe days that the Auerican bembers over the Reich's
. territery met with such unfaverabls weather conditlons that they had te drep
their bembs witheut visual observition of the greund. Nine large-scale attacks
vere EIwayx cemcentrated em the respective city, while en all the sther days
vhen attacks were flewn several tarzets were covered. On six days of the menth
the American alr ferce: conducted emly recemnaissance operations ever the Reichés
territery and en three days there was ne American aircraft ever the Reich's
territery at all,
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In April 1944 the Americam air eperatiens had been very successful. They
had serieusly hit the German air arsament industry and thus slowed dewn
the expansien of the Germam fighter aircraft industry as well as prevemted
t;l:‘.’.r:{nhrcomt of the fighter defense forces of the heme air dafense.
The erder ef the CommAnder in Chief ef the Luftwaife eof 24 April 1944 te
increase the total stremgth of the day fighter ferces of the hems air de-
fense within the shertest pessible peried of time te the number ef 2000

alrcraft could net de carried eut.

Tae Aumsrican attacks on iastzllatiens of the transpertatien system
and rallread material within the Reich's territery had enly limited resultis
irn April 1844,

The casualiy figures ef the American air ferces had considerably in-
creased as compared te March 1944. The relative extent ef casualtiss, how-

ever, by no means Jjeepardized future epsrations.

b.) Comsdtment of the I Fighter Corps

On 1 4pril 1944 the Corps Eeadquarters eof the I Fighter Corpe
assumad the missien of pretecting the entire Reich's territery including
the territeries of Austria and Hungary. Fer this purpese the cerps head =

querters was assigned the let, 2nd, 3rd, and 7th Fighter Divisiens.

The fellewing were the advantages of the new cemmand organiza-

tien:
respeneibility of a single command staff within the hewe air defense,
uniferm interpretations of the alr situatien fer the purpess of cea~

ducting fighter operations within the entire Reich's territery,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQO12958

B e

pessibility of cencentrating forces in the alr fer the defense against
previded

American day air attaaks mxxfiryas the Famzmxsfxsstisx cruising ras-

g*s of the fighter aircraft and the weather cenditieams permitted such
eperatiens.

Despite this new cemmand ergasizaiien ile Cerps Headquariers
of the I Fighter Corps did net succeed im ebtaining frem the Commander
in Chief ef the Luftwaffe the permissien for the cemcentratien ef all
day fighter ferces within n::;nda lizited area of the Raich's terri-
tory. It was the ebjective of the corps headquarters te beat the Ame-
rican attacking forces by the employment of ell ferces available ina
o lizited area. The Commander im Chief of the Luftwaffe, on the ather
hend ,dexawisd saintalned his demend that 211 parts ef the Reich's
territery sheuld be pretected for scencmi¢ reasens as well asg fer rea-
sens of interier pelitics. Censequently, the day fighter ferces were
deployed sver the Beich's territsry as fellews:

m one twin-engine fighter wing in the
area hetween Hannever and Serlia,

ene fighter wing iz Westerm Germeany,

twe fighter greups in the area of Frankfurt,

twe fighter greups in Bavaria,

one gingle-engine and ene twin-englne fighter wing ia the

area of Tienna.

Owing to this wide dispersien of the day fighter ferces it was enly

-te cm-trah all f-rcu in rspnt te tin and spwa
selden poulbln . s %

for comtnent ia ihtouin D ntton wlthu tn fru-nrk ol th huo

alr dsfense.
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The alr defense eperatiens ever the Reich's territery in April 1944

continued te be deminated by the Americam air supremacy. Even se, 1t had
f averable

been possible, with the exception of twe days and ewing te F=sk weather

cenditions, te effer resistance te all Amsricen large-scale attacks. The

result was a balance between the American attacking and the German fefenee

forces which was mors faversble im April than it had been in Marck.1944.

This is demenstrated in the fellewing:

Balance of Forces

American Tetal Rffert German Tetal Effart
(Bember and Fighter Aircraft) (Single~ end Twia-Engine

Fighters)
Marech 1944 1 . 7,5 : 1
April 1944 ; : 4,6 : 1
Apsrican Tetal Effert Qerman Tetal Effert
.‘ (Fighters enly) (single- gnd Twin-Engine
Fighters)
March 1544 : 3,6 H 1
April 1944 : 2,2 : 1

e e e
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The comulbuent of the day fighter forces was in April 1944 consi-
derably influsnced by inadequate interpretation of the air situatien in the
cases of American large-scals attacks frew the air base in Italy and by the
American fighter tactics sf free operatien. The imcemplete alr reute obser-
vatien and pletting system in the areas of Italy,Dalmatia, and Creatia es ==’
well as inadequabe signal cemsunlcatiens across the Alps te the aircraft re-
porting statiens within the ::;:.:f the Secend Alr Fleet Command wers the
reasons why Tighter coimand stadfs eof the home air defense aften recelved
retarded or incemplate reparts en bember alrcraft intruding frem the Seuth.
Oz these greunds bember attacks cenducted from the Auericaan alr sase in
Italy ceuld, in west cases, be fought off euly with limited forces eor im a
precipitated and unsystematic wanner. The Geruan fighter ferces ¢ftem did
net reach the Amsrican attackers at all becauss they had besn sent en their
missien tees late. mti‘“ﬂu initiative and emergy of the Fighter Cemman-
der Ostuark, Oberst Handrick, that mditioubf:l:.::atod by the end of Aprﬂ
1944, wigix which nade 1t pessidle te esiablish a well functiening aircraft
warning system and & workable ground cemusnd ergamizatien im th; ares of
Austria and Hungary and its seuthern feregreund.

The Americen tactics of free eperaiion fercsd the friendly figh-
ter ferces te massenble teo form cembat fermatiens eutside tae arsas mwh;.eh
the Americap fighters m.‘. oL accsunt of the general directien of oporltion,
expected te eperate; delag se the f‘mr were to escape the danger of belng
attacked aslready while assembling im the air. By this the perieds of time-
for which ctnhin”?;dttm could sngage themselves in cembat were shorfenad.
Kereever

Fxxmiikktun, the new Ausrican flghter tactics uut a new additienal meral

strain fer the single-~ and twin-engine namrﬁ .f the hows air defense.
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They were admittedly fairly trained in fighting in streng fermatiens egpe-
cially agalnst four-engine bembers, but lacked experience in cepbat in de-
tached fermatien or against individual adversaries. They knew about the tech -
nical superierity of the Awerican fighter alrcraft and realized that whenever
they had to sperate singly as & result of bad weather, sugine treuble, er
damage incurred in cembat they ceuld i::llli:th victia te the American figh-
ters now eperating at all sltitudes. This was, especially in the caseg of :
yeung and ixeiperienced fighter pilots, the cause of the se-called “Figater
Panic" (Gersen: Jasgerschreck). Its result was an increase of the nunmber of
Germen aireraft shot down and lest because the pilet bailed sut preeseisus-
iy frem fear, Eventually it had beceme impesslvle teo smpley twin-engine or
night fighters in areas in which Americea fighter alrcraft ceuld be expec-

ted te eperate.

The mpuxatisxx attempts of the I Fighter Corpa te fight the

Type kosquite recennalssance sircraft were unsuccessful.

The eperatienal strengths eof the day fighter units empleyed
in the heme air defense decrsased tewards the emd of the menth. The reasen
for this decrease was that the Luftwafie Hlgh Comuwand begam, in antieipatien
of a pessible invasion in France, te estadlish fighter reserves of metériel

and pereennel at the cest ef replacements fer the heme alr defense.

It eeuld be neticed that, in spite of all the difficulties
resultast frem the American air suprenacy, the inferiority of the friendly
Terces in respect te technical equipment and trainiog as well as frem the
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wide dispersien of the fighter ferces, the day fighter forces feught bditterly
and ef ten succegsfully. The number of eneny aircraft shet down had inereased
cempared te March 1944, The casualties of the friendly ferces, in particular
the numbers of dawaged alreraft and ef formatien leadsrs lest were high. Even
8e, the fighter ferces eupleyed in the heme air defense could met preveat am
Auwerican large-scale attack en the Relch's territery. Their defensive actien
supplied action for the Luftwaffe jugzernaut under the mette of endeavering
primarily te sheet dewn feur-engine bembers. The daytime air warfars ever the
Reieh's territery with :;: increased Averican offemsive acties had l::&l
breught abeut & peychelegical effect on tim all cemmand staffs and deminated
them. Nowhers, 2t no cemmand hasdquarters, nalther at the Wehrmascht High Ceme
mand,ner at the headquarters ef the Commander in Chief ef the Luftwaffe,ner
at the Gemeral Staff ef the Luftwaffe, ner at the staff of the Gemeral ef the
Fighter Feree, nor at the Alr Fleet Comwand Reich, mer at the Corps Headquars
ters of the I Fighter Corps a generesus plan fer eperations te regsin the air
supremacy by & victerisus fighter battle was under censideration. The atten -
tien of all responsible cemuanders was focused en only eme danger - the flying
fortresses carrying heavy bemb leads., The persisten’ lszand fer destreying
mainly American bember aircraft by incessant cemuitment of fighters deudtless
eriginated with the Supreme Coammender of the German Wehrmacht. It had, hewever,
net become ::;;1&11'1:‘ the war that an experienced airmam had ceatradieted
Riz er had suggested em ether technique for a suecessful defense against the
dangereus American daytime bembardments tegether with a plan for regalnming

the air supremacy ovar the Reich's terrltery.

The fact that, as early as en 25 May 1943, the General ef the Figk-
ter Forces, Generalmajer Galland suggested®te the Inspecter Gemeral af the
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Luftwaffe, Generalfeldmarschall Milch, the employmeant of all the free arme-
ment capecity fer the preductien of the Type Me 262 jet fighter, 1s net cen-

sidered here.

¢.) Special Infermatiea

The unificatien of the fighter defenses within the Reich's Ter-
ritery was initiated by the fellowing teletype message from the Alr Fleet
Command Reich of 31 Mareh 1944:

: in
"For the purpese eof cemcentrating the hems air defense xwme

the ‘Hnl:ih'l territery as well as in the occupied westerm territeries the

R-i_ch-mrschn.u issued the fellowing order:

(1.) The 7th Fighter Divisien ineluding the Fighter Cemmander Ostmark will
be assigned te the I Fighter Cerps s of this date. Thus the I Fighter
Corps, suberdinate te the Air Fleet Reich assumes cesmumand l.ﬁfl all
fighter speratiens within the Relch's territery, in particular alse
of the fighter defenses of Seuthern and Seuth-Bast Germany agalnst
enesy alrcraft intrudimg frem the Seuth. Clese centaet will be main-

tained £ with the Secend Alr Flest.

(2.) The day fighter forces xiXixhm of the Third Alr Flest will be eaple-
yod cencentrated in the secter ef the II Fighter Corps fer the defea-

88 of the eccupied western territeries, in particular of the imper-

Nete: ® Inferuation teken from the decumsnt: Letter of the General ef Lie

Flgater Ferces te Generalfeldmarschall illch, dated 25 May 1543,
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tant supply amd tranperiatien centers as well as the friendly greund
erganizatidn. These ferces will be committed im the home air defense
snly against such enemy forces 5% intruding inte ;Et leaving the Rmimi
the Reich's territery via Seuth-West Belgium and France. Transfers eof
thess forces ever lenger distances iute the Relech's territery will e
abstalned from in future. The night fighter forces assigned te the

Third Air Fleet will be committed 2 hitherte in the home alr defense.

(3.) Particular sttentien i1s called té the clese ceeperatien between the I
acd II Fighter Cerps as well as between the Alr Fleet Relck and the
current and

Third Alr Fleet by prewpt cemmmnicatien of informatien on the situa =
. tien and the eperatienal objectives. Special directives will be !ssued

regarding signal commmicatiens which may bscems additienslly necessa-

ry and laprevements ef the radar and the fighter eontrol'pyltu as

transfer

well as the pessible kxaxfuy of the command post of the I Fighter

Corps. The usw chain of command will becems effective as of 31 Maych

1944, 21:00 hours". Alr Fleet Reich = Center - mumber 1921/44, tep

nilitary seeret. (eperatiens officer/J).

d.) Successes and Lesees in April 1544

. eperational
The average total strength of day fighter aircraft in the secter

of the I Fighter Cerps in April 1944 susunted te:
400 single-engine fighters,
100 twin-engine fighters.

The tetel figure eof day fighter aircraft sapleyed in the secter of the I

Fighter Cerps in April 1944 ameunted te:
4522 aircraft.
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The total losses ef alreraft in the secter of the I Fighter Corps in
April 1944 ameunted Be: '

296 alreroft - which is 6,88 of the tetal effert.

The eneny losses over the Reich's territery in the secter of the I Figh-
ter Corps in April 1944 amsunted te:
£14 alrcraft net including these shet dowvn by antisircraft
artillery.
This was 2,5 € ef the estimated Awerican tetel effert against the Reick's
territery ameunting te 20 337 aircraft eof which were 10 000 fighters.
-Th- operations conducted frem the Amsrican bagls in Italy are included

in this censideration.

Iz addition, the incemplete lisis in the war diary of the I Fighter
- Corps show the fellewing data on the Americam lesses over the Relch's

torritery im April 1944:

42 aireraft shet down for sure by antiaireraft artillery,

10 aireraft crash-landed in Switzerland.
Thus , the American lesses in aircraft ever fh Reich's territery inm
April 1944 2dd up te:

566 alrcrafli.

This was 2,8 $ of the Auwerican tetal effert against the Heich's urrit\o{ﬁ
in April 1544.

2.) The Aumericsn Attack en Pferzheim en 1 April 1944

(See sketchihore air defsnse in npphun;
161

e
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The Enemy Effert

At 0B:35 heurs a streng Awerican fighter ferce latruded via
the Belglan Chamnel ceast at Blankenberg in seuth-eastern directien te cever
fellewing bvenbder forces te the Nerth. Elements of this fighter ferce penstre-
ted inte Seuth-West German territery whers they arrived ene heur ahead of the
besbers. The W mbers, flying in seuth~sastern directien teo, appeared ever
the Channel coast in the secter between Ostend and Etaples at 08:45 heurs.
They preceeded via Malines - Charleville, Bingen - Strassbeurg inte the area
of Hellbremn, Stuttgart, Reutlingen, EKarlsruhe. In thelir approach flight they
attacked the ¢ity ef Pferzheism <from 10:50 heurs te 11:00 heurs frem the
Seuth-East and Nerth-West. The altitude eof attack ameunted te €100 te 5700
meters. The target could be lecated only by ebservatiem through epenings eof
the clouds. Strassbeurg, tee, was hit by a nunber of bembs. A smaller bember
unit flew ever Switzerland by mistake and accidentelly drepped its beubs en
Schaffhausen en the Ehines Frem 10:50 heurs en the four-engine bewmber unite

left the area of Pforzhelm im nerti-western directien. Their last elements
left the Channel ceast between Ostend and the meuth ef the Seume River by
12:30 heurs. Escert fighter units returning te their bases wers sbserved frem
09:07 heurs en in the area of Dinaat aud frew 10:16 ixn the ama of Trier.
!ro:- 10:50 heurs an, fighter forces missiened te escert the bember ferces back
te their bases flew acress the ceastal secter between Ostend and Calais inte

ares of Dinant te meet the bember aircraft.

-

Exxehsxiiiux
In the attack sgalnst Fferzheim the fellewing ferces wers cem -

mtted:
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160 wember alreraft, 200 single-engine fighter aireraft, and 150 twin-en-
gine fighter aircraft. The danmages caused by this bembing raid wers cem-

paratively little.

In additien, te cever the bombing raid the Amsricanm air ferce
statioued in Oreat Britain carrisd eut the fellewing eperatiens: .

Twe intruding eperatiens with Type Thunderbvelt fighters. The air-
craft approached at 0Bi32 heurs ever the Walcherem Island, Hertegenbesch
inte the area of Musnster and at 08:40 heurs ever Ijmuiden, Meppel, Mep-
pon inte the area ef Delmenherst. They left the area at 09:10 heurs via
Grenau - Assen. Until 10:35 heurs patrel missions were flewa aleng the ceast

between Den Helder and Zandvesrt.

Comzitment of the I Fighter Corps

The fellewing ferces were commltted:

Units of the 3rd Fighter Divisiea in directien of lanmheim and Mainz.

Units of the 7th Fighter Divisien in direction of Hellbrenn and Reutlingen

Infermatien en the &ir situatiek available im respect te
aircraft appreaching ever French territery was inadequate. Fer this reases
enly the units of the Zrd and 7th Fighter Divislens were speratienally em-
pleyed. The majerity of the fighters eupleyed did net enceunter ememy fer-
cea.

Tetal effert; 150 fighter aircraft

- iy o B B

Enany lesses ¢ 2 bewber and 1 fighter alreraft dmtintiskpxyisixiswn ;
e - ——— e

tetal: 3 alrcraft definitely shet dewm.
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Legses of friendly ferces: 4 aireraft,

: received ever
(as of 1 April 1944, 17:00 1 alreraft domgedkxheciexymex 60%; danage;
kours)

lenses of persemnel: 1 killed,

4 missing.

Weather cenditiens: 3/10 te 10/10 shallew stratus cleuds ef 800 up te

1500 meters, abeve them medium-high and high cleuds.
Beuth of the line Stuttgart - Nuremberg 10/10 cleuds
at altitudes of 200 te 300 meters with light snew fall.

Special infermatien: German intelligence later issued the fellewing state-

went im respect te the American attack en 1 fpril:

The attack wes intended te Lii the chemical plants at
Ludwigshafen and wag te be earried eut as a ceerdina-
ted setien of the 2nd and 3rd Beszber Divisiens. The
units of the Zrd Bember Divigiean, however, were erdered
back an acceunt of the bad weather cenditiens in the
area of Dunkirk. It was the first time that the 2nd Bem—
ber Divisien eperated alene ever the Eeich's territery.
Abeut 180 Type Liberater bembers reacked the 2rea sbeve
the target. Eeeh airereft ecarried a bemdb lecd of 1,9

tens.

Z.) The American Attack on Steyr and Bruek/iur en 2 April 1944

—(ioo sketeh: heme air defense, suppleument 162 1)

The Enemy Effert

Starting frem the American air base ian Italy 400 bembers, 200

single-engine and 100 twin-engine fighters reached the areas of Agram and Laibac h
at 10;00 heurs.
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The attacking ferces preceeded in nerthern directlem raided arsameat plants
at Bruck en the Mur River and at Steyr. A ssaller foree released its bembs
en Linz en ths Danube River. The bembers hegan their return flight frem the
target area at 11:20.heurs. The last returning mxik fermatien was flylng
ever Klagenfurt in seuthern directien at 11:37 heurs. The American dember
attacks were d.i;-pcrud. by streng German fighter defenses. In the Target area
under attack medium damsge was cancged te industrial installatiens and light
dapage was inflicted én heuses. The emphasis of the attask was placed sn

the dall-beariag plants and the Dainler meter plants at Steyr.

Commitment of the I Fighter Cerps

The fellewing ferces were empleyed:

Units of the 3rd Fighter Divisien frem the area of Frantfurt in
direction of Wels.
Units t:‘i: the 7th Fighter Divisien frem the area of Bavaria
in directien of Passan and Selzburg and from the arsa eof Visuna
in directien of Graz.

Geod visibility at high altitudes and cleudless weather made 1t poseilble te

engage all ferces esmpleyed in cozlatb.

. Tetel effert: 226 single- and twin-engine fighters.

Ensuwy lesses: 34 bembers and 3 fighters;

e —mee  that 18}
sakakcknssasx 37 aircraft definitely shet dewn.
© bemeers pretably shel dewn.

Korsever:

e - —

1 beaber shet down by antialrcraft artillery.
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Lesses of friendly ferces: 12 aircraft
recelved
(as of 3 April 1544, 10:00 heurs) 8 alrcraft dmsgmdxts ever 60%.@Gamage.

Losses of persomnel: 5 killed,
2 weunded,

15 missing.

Weather cenditions: 0/10 te 4/10 shallow stratus cleuds ef 1000 up te 2000

—

meters. In the target area cleudless, goed vieibility.

Special infermatien: German intelligezce later issued the fellewlng statement

in}rupmt te the American attack en 2 Aprll X844 :

The ailmck was primarily Intended te kit the ball-dearing
plants and tle meter plants at Steyr. It was flewa at altl
tudes ef 5700 te 7000 msters witheut espleying pathfinder
ferces. Odﬁg ta the streng German defenses the attack
weg met fully effective. All fighter ferces (Typss Thun-
derbelt and Lightaning) aveilable at the Amseximmm Azeri-
can alr base wers cemmitted fer escert purpeses. The (er-
wman Tighter defenses whiek szceeded the sxpsctatiens ef
the bomber crews engaged the bember ferce for the first
time in area of Udine. The climax ef tihe air vattle was
ever the target area. The antialrcraft artillery fire

was termed inaccurate by the bember crews. Three bember
aireraft weres lest dus te cellisien in the air and engine

treuble.
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4.) The american Attack en Budapest en 3 April 1544

(5ee sketch: hems alr defense, supplement 152)

Enemy Effert

At 10:15 hours unclear repoerts were received en Aumericam offen-
sive ferces appreaching ever Creatlan in nerthern directien. In the area
of Lake Balaten is was observed that 200 bember aircraft turned Fmxmmm
inte nerth-sastern direetien. Their ebjective was the aircraft skamtx in-
dustry in the area of Budapest where heavy damage was inflicted en indus-
trial ipstallatiens. The bembers left the target area in seuthern and seuth-
eastern directlens. The last report en the pesltien aof these aircraft ever
Seuthern Hungary was timed 11:15, 150 twin-angine fighters were ohserved xx

escorting the bembers in the area ef Budapesti.

Connitment eof the I Fighter Cerps

The fellewing forces wers employed:

Units of the 7th Fighter Divisien
frem the area of Bavaria in direetien of Passau and Ling,

frem the area of Vienna in directien ef Lale Beleten and
Budapest.

It was net pessible te empley the available ferces systeumatically,since

laferwation received en the air situatien was extremly confusing.
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B.) American Strafing Ralds en Alrfields in the Reich's Territery en

S April 1544

(Ses siketch:heme air defense, supplement 1641)

Enemy Effert

It was the first time that the American air ferce statienmed ia
Great Britain cenducted a wajer fighter speratiemn agalnst airfields in the
Reich's territery. Under weather cenditiens unfaverabls fer defensive actim
a ferce of a total strength of 80 eingle-engine figkimrz and 70 twin-sngine
fighters attacked alrfields in the are2s of Salzwedel, Hamnever, Magdeburg,
Brandenburg, Stuttgart, Mesmingen, lfunich, and Augsburg. By themmxx the
lew-level strafing attacke heavy damsges were inflicted en all types eof
greunded alrcraft en nine airfields.

The American fighter ralds were eenducted as fellsws:

buﬂq\lu at
A tetrl of 70 fighter aircraft eppreached in twe waves fxmm

13:10 hours. The first wave eppreached via Ostend, Trier, Uannheim mmi te
Karlsruke frem where the aireraft started their return flight. The secead
wave preceeded in south-sastern directien te the area ef Stuttgart, Augshwe,
and Munich and returned vie Hellbrean, Mannheim, Antwerp, Strassheurg, and
Charleville. Patrel misslons were flewn &leng the coast between Heyst amd
Beulegne till 17:00 heurs.

Beginning at 13:40 heurs, a tetal ef BO fighter aireraft spprea-
ched over the Duteh ceast between Den Helder and Retterdam. They preceeded
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in eastern directien vila the lines iuenster - Vechta, seuth of Hildegheim -
Eannever, and Halberstadt - gseuth of Braunschweig. The lengest penetratien
ebtained in esstern direction was Luckenwalle - Berlin.

Eleuwsnts of thess units returned frem the a.ro*lnlnltor, Osnabrusck. The bulk
of the ferce returned frem the area ef Berlin in western directien.
kissiens were flewn acrese the coast Dbetween Den Eelder and the Island of
Walcherer 8111l 17:00 heurs.

The fighter eircraft appreached at an altitude of 2000 meters and carried
sut their lew-level attacks at an altitude of 300 meters.

Comund tuent of the I Fighter Cerps.

- —

had been
. 36 fighter aircraft which maxm in & atate of glert were emplo;2di Ly the

1gt and 7th Fighter Divieiens.

Enemy lesses: 3 Type Hustang fighter aireraft were definitely shet dewn.

o

Lesses of friendly forces: 1 alreraft received ever 60% damage.

Losses of persennel: nene,

[ — e =
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6.) American Attack em Graz enm 6 April 1944

(See sketeh; heme alr defense, supplement 164])

Eneny Effert

Under extremely Lad weather cenditiens the Asericam airferse
msnduxind statiened in Italy cenducted an alr rald em Graz empleyiang 120
bexbers, 30 single-engine and 30 twin-engine fighters. They tesk the air zx
reute via Creatia ea their appreack and return flight. The majerity ef the
bombs hit epen terrain. Only liuited damage te builldings was inflicted ea
the elity of Graz.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps.

107 single- and twlu-eugine righiers ef the 7ih Figater Divisien
wers cewudtited. Owing te the bad weather cenditicns enly a limited number ef

Tighters enceuntered the Awerican attasckers in the area ef Graz.

Enemy Loesass: 3 bomber and 2 fighter aireraft;

that 1s: 5 alrcraft definitely shet dewn.

1 aireraft prebably shet dewn.

Lesses of Friendly Ferces: 1 mingle-engine fighter.

1 aireraft received ever 60% damage.

Lesses of persemnel: 1 missing

Speeial Infermatien: The knight eress of the iren cress was awarded te

Oberfeldwebel Ehrenberger ef Gth Squadren/ 53td Fighter
Viag and te

Oberfeldwebel Rellwage ef 5th Squadren/ 53rd Fighter
Wing en 6 April 1944,

—
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8,) The Auerican Attack em Braunschweig and en Alrfields in the Relch's

Territery en 8 April 1844

(See sketch: heme alr defense, supplement 1651)

Eneuy Effert

Begluning at 12:00 heurs stréng American fighter ferces intrud-
ed via Bo].iz:&fvor the ceastal secter ef Den Helder and Nerdwljk and xtax
over the meuth of the Schelds River. They preceeded in eastern respsctively
seutheastern dirnction‘l‘:o the area of Hannever, Breusn as well as inte the
area of Trier and Keblenz where they carried eut strafing attacks ea 23 ainm
fields. At the sams time 500 Americen bouber alreraft of the 2nd and 3rd
Beumber Divielens #scerted by strong fighter ferces cresssi the Dutch ceast
between the 1sland of Texel and Nordwijk. Flying in eastern directien they
reached the area ef lagdeburg and Braumschweig. The majerity ef the four—
engine beuber ferce bembed , with unebstructed visien of the greund, arma -
meat plants at Braunschweig. Sueller units released their bembs en airfield
Zk in the area of Braunschwelg , BDremen,and Rheine as well as en 34 villa -
ges in the area areund Brauaschwelg. The Dembing attack en Braunschrelg in-
flicted medium dewage en bulldings and industriel installatiens. The felle=
wing were the results ef the bembing and strafing attaeks againset ths air-
fielda:

4 heavily damaged landing fields,
72 destreyed aircraft of all types and
45 damaged aircraft.

Beglnning at 14:04 heurs the Awerican beuwber unlts left the area ef

Braunschweig in western and nerth-western directiem. Patrel flights over
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the area between the i1sland of Borlum and the meuth of the Schelds River
were observed $1ll 16:10 hours. Tot meet the retuming beuber alreraft fer
sscort purpeses , several fighter units had, begimning at 13:20 hours,zpms
m via Helland and hed partially reached the berder eof the Relch.
German estimates shewed that the tetal sfrength ef fighter aircrafti which
participated in the large-scale attack en Braunschweiz amsunted te 400 sin-

gle-engine and 250 twin-engine fighters.

On B8 April a force of Type Wellingten bombers esecerted by Type
Spitfire fighters carried eut, for the first time, a daytiwe atteck en tar-

gets in Yugeslavia.

. Comm tuant of the I Fighter Cerps

The fellewing ferces wers enpleyed:

Units of the lat Figater Divisien In directien ef Braunschweig,
unite of the 2nd Fighter Divisien in directien ef Hildesheinm,
units ef the Ird Fighter Divielen in directien of Diephelz, Bremen,
and Braunschwelg,

upits of the 7th Fighter Divisiea in directien ef Braunschweig.

. 4 bitter alr battle develeped in the area »f Braunschwelg and Hamnever
during which beth sides suffered casualties. The American fighter epsratisms
ever German landing fields inflicted additienal casuslties en the German

ferces.

Tetal Effert: 417 single~ and twin-engine fighters

e e = e s ——— e e
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9,) Americen Attack em Aireraft Plants at Poznan, Cetenhafen, Warieudurg,

and Tutew en 9 April 1544

(Ses sketch: home air defense, supplement 1661)

Enexy Effert:

Beginning at 05:31 hours streng dwerican alr forces were seen
intruding =veut 170 Klemeters nerth-west of the island eof Texel flying in
sastern directien. 500 bember aircraft escerted by streng fighter forces
cressed the southern Nerth Sea and flew :::':h west colist of Jutland Nk
between Husum and Heide. Centinuing their flight these fu-u:“.z;vmd asg

fellewst

Nerthern unite flying in eastern directien ever the island ef Laa-
land inte the area of the Bay eof Lanzig, Kesnlgsverg/Zast Prussis, and Ma-

rienburz te attack the aircraft plants at Getenhafen and Marienburg.

Seuthern waite flying acress the Bay of Lusbeck, Rsxtaxk the island
of Ruezen, tlie “ar ef lecklenburg in seuth-eastern dirsetien te attack Pez-
nan and acress the Bay of Lusbeck and Resteck ts attack Tutow and Warnemen=-
de.

Returning te their bases the aireraft used the fellewing reutes:
Begluning at 13:35 heurs the aircraft flew fwem the Bay ef Dan-
ziz in western dirceun';:nu the islgnd of Bernhelm, the seuthern cerner

of Zealand, the island ef Roem and acress the Bay ef liecklenburg, the Eay

of Luebeck, and Elbe Estuary .

Reginnine at 13:35 heurs in nerthe-western directien acress the

Stettiner md the Bay ef lMecklenburg.
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Beginning at 12:07 heurs the alreraft flew frem the Pemeranian Bay acress
the lines Lusbeck - Salzwedel, Hannever ~ Wegermmende, Bechelt - Grenin-
Estuary

gen and thexmsmikxafxiim Schelde Rixy - lsland of Texel. Thexpexitiwwrsf

SRR ARV B X XBEBNEr AL FEPAL xHAR XAk Ay B viunzx, At 16:38 heurs the

bombers which had left last were flying nerth of the islamd Ameland.
hecording te German reports the Amsrican bember aircraft were

escerted by 400 single-engine and 260 iwin-engine fighters. The fighter

eperations were cenducted as fellows:

Zeginning at 09136 hours several fighiter units appreached
flying in eastern direciien aleng the West and East Frisian islands
. te the Rays ef Walizeland and Lusbeck te cever the bember ferce te ike
geuth and te earry sut low-level atiscks en sirfields in the area of the

Baltic Sea cefist.

Beginning at 11:09 heurs several fighter units intruded im
eagtern directien end creseeld the lines Assen - Lingen, Kleppenburg -
Minden, Seltau - Celle te preceed inte the area Lusneburg, Salzwedsl,
Braunschwelg, and Bremsn where they were te weet the returning bLembers.
Sizul tanesusly, strafing attacks were cendurted en a mumber of airfields
. in this ared.

Beginning at 14100 heurs several fizhter units intruded via
the island ef Eeligeland, Husum, Kiel, and the island of Fehmurn inte

the areg of Strelsund te meet the isoturulng bembers.

T.e American beuber aticcks inflicted heavy damage en the

aircraft plants at Larienburg, Pesen, Cetenhafen, Tutew, and Warnemuende,
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Medium damage was inflicted en grounded aireraft ef all types by the

strafing sttacks agalast airfields.

Comad tment of the I Fighter Corps

The fellewing ferces were smpleyasd:

Tntts of the let Tighter Divisien in direstien of Kiel,
units of the 2nd Fishter Divisien in directien of Neumeaster,
_uaits ef the 3rd Pighter Nivisien in directisn of Heligoland and
Schleswig,
. On 2 necond missien elements of 2ll divisiens wers empleyesd azaiuwt

in directien of Flensburg against returning bember aircrafi.

The asubat units of the 2n and 3rd Fighter Divisions wews engased in
cembat with *werican fighiters already in the area of Wamburgz and Elbe Ea-

tuary.

matal Effart: 354 single- and twin-enzine fisghters.

e e e g

Enemv Leanes: 24 besbers and 5 fl shters:
. thet 18+ 29 aireraft definitely shot down.
7 bembers and 1 fighter;

that 4a: A aireraflt prebablv shet dewn.

Tesses of Tripndly Percen: 13 aircraft,

12 alreraft received ever 60% damare.
Losees of persennel: 3 kille?,
7 wounded,

12 mlesine.

e R e ————————
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11,) American Attacks on Rostock; Stettin, Bernburg, and Oschersleben

on 11 April 1944 -

(See sketch: home air defense, supplerent 168)

Enemy LEffort

——————

Employing units of the lst to 3rd Bamber Divisions the Ameri-
can air force stationed in Ureat Britain struck a strong blow against the
air
plants of the German“armament industry, These cperations were conducted

with 600 borbers, 450 single-engine and 250 twin-engine figihters.

beginning at 09:10 hours strong fighter units flew ahead of
the bambers over Holland imto the area of Northern Germany. They did not
eucceed in disturbing the assembly of the German day-fighter units. Imi-
stead they inflicted damage on aircraft by strafing attacks against air-
fields. During their low-level attacks on 25 trains 21 locomotives mem

doomgexx suffered heavy damage.

The American bomber force which was escorted by strong figh-
ter forces approached in two seperate groups:

o
The northern group approached via the southern Nrth Sea to attack Rostock

and Stettin. This group approached at 09:09 hours over the sea area about
90 kilometer s north-west of the island of Vlieland. The aircraft crossed
the coast between Westerland and Hendsburg. They proceeded via Laaland
and Ruegen into the area of Koeslin in Pomeranisa, Stargard, Poznan, and

Stettin, moreover vie the island of Fehmarn into the area of Rostock.

The southern group crossed the coast between Bergen op Zoom and Den Haag

from 0955 hours on. The aireraft proceeded in eastern direction across
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17.) American Attacks on Koblenz and Kassel on 19 April 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1731)

Enemy Effort

The American air force stationed in Great Britain conducted
large-scale attacks on Kassel and Koblenz as well as against a number of
airfields employing a total strength of 6oo bombers, 450 single-engine
and 350 twin-engine fighters. The eircraft factories at Kassel as well as
three airfields sustained heavy and the installations of the tranaportaj |

tion system at Koblenz sustained medium damage.,

Beginning at 09:00 hours bomber units escorted by sirong fighd
ter forwes crossed the Dutch coast belween Bergen op Zoom and Hoek van
Holland. Proceeding across the lines Meppen - Muenster, Hannover - Biele=
feld in eastern and south-eastern direction they reached the area of Hord-
hdusen, Eisenach, and Kassel. From here a number of units proceeded in
south-western direction to Koblenz. From 10:40 hours on the bombers re-
turned in western direction via Schelde Estuary to Great Britain., The
last unite left the continent at 12:19 hours. Beginning at 10:20 hours
several American fighter unite hsd intruded via Schelde Estuary in south-

eastern direction to protect the returning bombers.

Canmitment of the I Fighter Corps

Under variable weather conditions the following forces were employed:

Units of the 1lst Fighter Division in direction of hameln,

units of ihe 2nd Fighter Division in direction of Osnabrueck; they
were, while assembling, attacked and dispersed LY American
e S ———— 5 SR S T ™ T e L S Y S N N S SR NN} S
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25.) American Attack on Berlin on 2§ April 1944

(See s=kebtch: home air defense, supplement 1791)
Eneny Effort
From 07:25 hours on the Yerman radio intercept service was ablg
to locate the assemblies of 11 combat wings. Beginning at 09:15 hours E00
started in
bomber s, 400 single-engine and 200 twin-engine fighters imkombotam the
to Ily
area of Great Yarmouth'am an offensive mission in eastern direction tow-

ards Berlin, They crossed the Zuider Sea, the area of Hannover and Soltau

and struck at Berlin flying by way of Stendal and Fritzwalk,

. Elements of the offense force bombed Braunschweig, The bulk
of the bombers left the area of Berlin in southern direction, The aircraft

returned by way of the area of Magdeburg from where they proceeded in a
bread front to the Dutch coast which they crossed over the sector between

the island of Texel and Schelde Estuary. Elements of the American escort

fighter forces flew zbout 100 kilometers ahead of the intruding bombers

forming a broad cover. A number of fighters conducted low-level strafing
attacks against the zirfield of Burg near Magdeburg, To provide cover for |
‘ . the returning bombers several fighter units pe’rfetrated across Schelde Es-
tuary into the area of Bielefeld and Nienburg.{‘.;ﬂi:eeding in south-eastern

direction elements of these forces carried out strafing attacks against

the air bases of Gotha and Nordhausen.
nunericai

In spite of goed visibility and high cpexcmmd strength of
its operaticnal units the large-scale attack on ferlin was, for E;SAHB-

rican air force, no success of great importance in respect to the over-all

warfzooex effort,

LR R S L S AR R T |
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The industry of Berlin sustaéined slight damage only. The dameges caused
to buildings and the losses of personnel were hravy. The strafing attacks

the
against'air bases showed no results.

Comitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

Unite of the lst Fighter Division: Assembly over kagdeburg and operatio-
2l employment in direction of Braun-
26th
schweig. TheVTwin-Engine Fighter liing
was kept in readiness over Kuestrin
for commitment against bombers brea-
Hrddooatidmodnbotixicker lkding through to the North,
Units of the 2nd Fighter Division: Assembly over Hamburg, Esployment in
direction of Hannover.
Kzssel
Units of the 3rd Fighter Division: Assembly of all elements over iumimxz,
Braunschweig .
Employment in direction of 1
Elements of all fighter divisions could be employed on a second mission
from the sectors of the lst and 2nd Fighter Divisions against returning
. bombers, It wag not possible to move in units of the Tth Fighter Divisien

agiing to weather conditions.

Total Effort: lgt misston: 275 single-engine and twin-engine fighters.

2nd mission: 75 single-engine fighters.

Total : 350 single-engine and twin-engine fighters,

By assembling the combat units outside the approach lanes of the

American bombers the German fighter units could be launched into &

s
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by the RAF consisted in o

reipcaddicaiorpdooc employing several bomber streams if possible simul-

taneously against different targets in the Reich's territory instead of

2L BeNiBaVt-e ¢

operating with a single bomber stream in these night attacks, The evalua-
tion of these British intruding operations by the German command was, in
addition, rendered difficult by the fact that often British nuisance fxxe
zEx and pining forces left the air base Great Britain simultaneously with
the four-engine bomber streams. Tlhus, it bad become extremely difficult
and often impossible for the German radio intelligence to locate the main
bomber stream(s) accurately and in time, It had to acquire new knowledge
the basis of, i
to be able to compute on'the bearings of the British radar stations the

main effort of the four-engine bomber streams,

¢.) Commitment of the German Night Fighter Forces

On 1 April the headcuarters of the I Fighter Corps assumed
the responsibility for the night fighter defenses within the entire Reich's
territory. (See Chapter I, lc) By this arrangement a demand rsised by the
corpe headcuarterg in autumn 1943 was met, The command organization of 1
April 1944 created the basis for a unified interpretation of the air situa-|
tion in the Heich's territory and made it ossible te concentrate forces
for the repulsion of British night attacks., In spite of this bagis the
efficiency of the night fighter defenses hud decreased in Lpril 1944.

The reason for this decrease was primarily the British tactics of employir
several bomber streams in conjunction with ample camouflage measures.
The hsadt.,uarteré of the 1 Figh'ber Corps did not succeed in concentrating

a maximum strength of defense forces on the respective bomber stream.

K
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Short-range intrusions with attacks against targets in the western part
of the Reich's territory or in the western outpost ares and time-consuming
respective

efforts to find out the'main bomber stream were the reasons why the night
fighter forces were often employed too late or in & precipitated manner.
Noreover, the British kaeddmexef several-bomber stream and concealment tacs
tics brought zbout a dispersion of the night fighter operations as well as
wiogkmt the misdirected commitment of forces., Finally, bad weather condi-
tions and, above all, bad visibility at high altitudes sometimes impaired

the efficiency of the German night fighter defenses.

In the endeavor to repulse the British intrusions from the
@ South the inzdequacy of matériel and personnel of the radar and ground
control organization in the areas of Austriz and Hungary made itself un-
favorably felt, The network of radar stations in these areas waswidely dis-
persed, the construction of the stations‘was, in pdrt, not yet completed
and the personnel manning the stations lacked experience. The night fighter
training units employed in the sector of the Fighter Commander Ostmark
lacked operétional experience, A strange development occurred that over
among other iypes of aircraft,.
the areas of Austria and Hungaryjthe obsolete Type Do 217 night fighter
. without the Type SN 2 airborne search apparatus was committed against the
obsolete Type liellington bomber, It was not until 5 April 1944 that the
Twin-EngineiNight Fighter)
headquarters of the I Fihgter Corps transferred the experienced : up/
Sth Night Fighter Wing from the sector of the lst Fighter Division on the

airfield of Parndorf into the sector of the Fighter Cammander Ostmark.

Lmong other statements, post-war litersture disclosed that

Eritish interference impaired the mEfkukmmmyx efficiency of the Uerman
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Special Information: The following officers viere decorated on & April:

Hauptwann Schoenert, Commanding Officer of the 10th
Night Fighter Uroup was awarded the addition of the ocakleaf cluster to
the knight cross of the iron cross, and

Hauptrann Fellerer, Cammanding Officer of the 2nd Group/
5th Night Fighter Ving, and Oberfeldwebel Scherfling, 4th Group/lst Night 2k

Fighter Ying, were awarded the knight cross of the iron cross.

G,) British Nuisance Raids on Duisburg &nd Essen on 8/9 April 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1811)

Enemy Effort

The following operations were conducted by the RAF:

A nuisance raid against Zssen with 50 Type Mosguito bombers.
Beginning at 21:42 hours the aircraft intruled vetween Dergen op Zoom
ard Noordwijk by way of Nordhorn, Rheine, liuenster into the Ruhr area.
From 22:16 hou:g‘;t.hsy returned in western directionm. ‘I‘l;e aircraft left the :
air space between S_chelde Estuary and Bergen op Zoom up to 23:10 hours.

A few aircraft dropped bombs also on Bochelt and Oberhausen.

A nuisance raid on Duisburg with 30 1ype Mosquito bombers. Bt-
ginning at 22:18 hours the aircraft intruded via Northern Holland, Groningen
and Osnabrueck into the Ruhr area. They returned across the Dutch coast bet-

ween Den Helder and Zandvoort up to 23:37 hours.

Nulsance operations: conducted by individual aircraft from the
British air base in Italy over Croatia into the arsa of Budapest, The

aircraft retumed imdbmkxdismsx in southern direction.
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it midnipght a Type Moscuito airereft flew across Schelde Estuary in south-—
eastern direction znd reached the area of hagsel, From there the aircraft
proceeded in northern direction into the area of Praunschweig from where it
flew into the Hﬁ]igoland Bight by way of Cuxhaven.

A British courier aireraft flew over the Skagerrak in direction of Sweden.

Comritment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

Apgainst the Mosguito-bombers: A number of twin-engine fighters of the 3rd

Fighter Division in "Himmelbett"-tactics over the Ruhr area.

To repulse bomber aircraft intruding across the Channel coast:

Precautionary start oftwin-enmgine fighter aircraft of the 1st,
2nd, 3rd, 4th, and Tth Fighter Divisions . After the attack on Gent had

been recognized the units which had started were ordered to land.

Total Effort: 112 twin-engine fighter aircraft,

—_——————

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not cbserved.

Losses of Friendly Forces: 1 Type Me 110 aircraft was damaged.

at from
Weather Conditions: 3/10 cumulus clouds fxam altitudes of 500 to 2000 me-

ters. Light scattered showers. Good vislbility,

12.) British Attacks on Aachen and Hannover as well as Mine-laying Opera-

tions over the Western Baltic on 11/12 April 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1841)
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By the 2nd Fighter Division:

Ey the 3rd Fighter Division:

By the 7th Fighter Division:

After the attack on Koeln was over all night fightd
ers were ordered to land; they did not reach the
British bombers.

Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Vesterland, Sta-
de and Vechta, They started in direction of F.F.
Ludwig, ¥When the British bombers left the area of
Koeln all units were ordered to land; they had not
been engaged in combat,

Iwin-engine fighter aircraft from Mainz-Finthen and
Langendiebach. They started in direction of F.F.
Ida. The aircraft were then directed to provide
provide protection over Koeln. These were the only
night fighters which could mmgapm contact the enemy
Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Venlo. The were
employed in "Himmelbett"-tactics over the area of
the German-Dutch border. lwin-engine fighter air-
craft from Leeuwarden, They started in direction of
F.F. Kurfuerst 'ooomsocreraft and pursued retur-
ning bombers. Ju-88 groups from Twente, Lassel, and
Langensalza, They started in direction of F.E;. Kur+
fuerst too late, since the aircraft were not yet
ready to start after they had flown their first mig
sion,

Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Echterdingen,
Leipheim, and Illesheim. They started in direction
of F.F. Otto, After the attack on Koeln had started
the \mitsr were ordered to landj they had not been

engaged in combat.
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Belonging to page 110:

Notes: ¥ L,Gr, nezns
¥ L.F. means

The bombing raid on Duesseldorf was carried out after the tarpel zrea was
ground-marked by pathfinder aireraft which did the initial marking and re-

newed the markers,

The attack on Braunschweig was, in contrast to other attacks on Ger-
men cities, conducted according to the pattem of the moonlight adkkx raids

against transportation facilities in #rance,

It was found that in the attack on Braunschweig a 13-kg liguid fire
Jet bomb (Cerman: Flammenstrahlbombe) with a thermite-gasoline filling and
a 225-%g incendiary bomb with i’n oil-magnesium-powder filling were for the
first time used.

23.) British Nuisance Raid on Mannheim and Mine-laying Operations in the

Stettiner Baff on 23/24 April 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1911)
Epemy Effort

—_———————— e ——

The following operations were conducted by the RAF:

A nuisance raid on Mannheim with 60 Type Voscuito bomber aireraft.
A mazll bomber unit approached fram the area of Norwich flying at
first in southermn and later in eastern direction across Schelde Estuary into

the area of Antwerp, The aircraft returned in north-western directicn.

At the same time the Mosguito-bombers intruded, from 22:35 hours on,
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Weather Conditions: A bad weather zone 300 ldlometers broad in Northern

Cermany moved in south-sastern direction. The improve-
rent of weather conditions in the coastal area which
had started at 22:00 hours mexubembxix had extended to
Brussels by 02:00 houre.
1n the bad weather zone 10/10 clouds, lower ceiling
from 200 to %00 meters, upper ceiling 8000 meters, par-
tially esbove that altitude; icing above 2500 meters.
In the ares of Frankfurt: 10/10 clouds from 3000 to
8000 meters, lower ceiling falling.To the South scatter,
. ' ing of the clouds to densities of 8/10 to 3/10. South

of the Danube Hiver cloudless.

Special Information:

It was during the attack on Mumich that the term "Dead Point' was
heard for the first time. The "Dead Point" was a point where the bombers
assembled before reaching the target. This tactical messure was ordered
to insure that, in spite of the long approach flight, the bombers arrived

. over the target at the ata‘me time thus securing a concentrated effect of
the attack on the target. At the "Dead Point" the bombers awaited orders
from the alr officer commanding the attacking force for the approach to the

target.

25.) British Nuisance R-;id on Koeln on 25/26 April 194k

See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1931)

Enemy Effort
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To provide night fighter protection:

—_———

By the 3rd and 7th Fighter Division: Single-engine fighter aircraft from
. TWiesbaden-Erbenheim, Gross-Sachsenheim, Neubi-
berg, and Seyring (transferred to Neubiberg
in the evening of 26 ipril). The aircraft aseem
bled over L.Gr. Stuttgart and proceeded to
Schweinfurt.
The 1st Croup (larker Aircraft)/7th Night Fighter Wing: The aircraft assem
bled over F.F. 10 and were directed via radio
. beacon Dagmar and L.Gr., Stuttgart to Schwein-
furt.

Against the 2nd bomber stream:

For night fighter pursult operations:

By the 2nd Fighter Divieion: Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Westerland,
The aircraft assembled over F.F. Hummer (En-
glish: lobster) and were directed into the

. direction of Borkum. The group did not reach
the bomber siream any more.
Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Stade and
Nordholz. The aircraft assembled over the ain
fields and proceeded in direction of Kiel,
There,they turned into the direction of F.FE.
Quelle (English: spring) and were directed
into the bomber etream in the area of Oéna-

brueck.
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gircraft assembled over L.Gr. Dortmund and

were directed to Schweinfurt.

In "Himmelbett'"-tactics:

By the 3rd Fighter Division: Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Venlo and
St. Trond in the area of Southern Holland -
Belgium, The aircrafi were rerouted to pursue

returning bombers.

Total Effort: 308 single-engine and twin-engine fighters as well as marker

aircraft (German: Beleuchter).

The British command controlling the night air operations had suc ™
ceeded in dispersing the night fighter operations in the home air defense

by the application of multi-bomber stream tactics and concealment. Threugh

various rerouting and complicated approach maneuvers of the night fighters
had
the German commsznd & not succeeded in directing the night fighters commit ~

ted into the bomber streams in time, In addition, the night fighter opera’'-—

tions were hindered by bad high-altitude visibility.

Enemy Losses: 2 bombers were definitely shot down.

————— e —

Losses of Friendly Forces: 1l aircraft of which 1 Me 110 was shot down by

a friendly sngle-engine fighter,
Losses of personnel: 1 wounded,
19 missing.
Weather Conditions:

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

& gy = ]

In Northern Germany: 7/10 te 10/10 stratus clouds frem 3000 to 7000 me-
ters. Flying visibility reduced by dense high-alti-
tude haze.

In Southern CGermany: Bright and often cloudless.

Special Information:

On 26/27 April 1944 Oberfeldwebel Frank of the 2nd Squadron/
3rd Night Fighter Wing was killed in action, He had been credited with
L4 enemy aircraft brought down in night fighter operations and had been
awarded the knight cross of the iron crogs. Oberfeldwebel Frank's Type
. ¥e 110 aircraft was hit by the broken pieces of a bomber shot down by
him so that his aircraft crashed in the area of Eindhoven, The aircraft
radio operator and the aircraft mechanic could save their lives by bai-

ling out with parachutes.

Photo of Oberfeldwebel Frank, 2nd Squadron/3rd Night Fighter

. Wing, killed in action on 26/27 April 1944.

27.) British Attacks on Friedrichshafen and Aachen on 27/28 April 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 195!)

Enemy Effort

A mumber of aireraft intruded singly from the Eritish air

base in Italy by way of Croatia into the areas of Budapest and ‘-:.‘araaw,

presumably to deliver supplies to agents.
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A total number of roughly 700 bomber, 100 mine-layer, and 100 Kosguito-
bomber aireraft operated Ffrom the air base in Great Brituin against the
Releh's territory. These operations conducted by the RAF consisted of:
Large-scele attacks on Friedrichshafen and the railroad station of
Montzen near Aachen.
Secondary attacks on the area east of Florennee in Belgium, and

a mine-laying mission in the sea area of the East Frisian islands,

The following enemy forces were observed:

1st bomber stream:

The aircraft approached from the area north of lLondon flying in
southern direction. They crossed the coast in the area of Le Havre flying
in south-eastern direction into the area of Mantargis and Auxerres. The
aireraft proceeded in eastern direction across the lines: North of Dijon -
Chaumont, Colmar - Strassbourg. After crossing the Rhine River the aircraft
mmedsggge:stern direction for the attack of Friedrichshafen. The majority
of the bombers returned in north-western direction by way of Lorraine,
small elements flew across Northem Switzerland and Northern France. In tle

areaof Strassbourg a Meosquito-unit left the bomber stream to cénduct a nui-

cance raid on Stuttgart and

tried to distract the attention from the primary target of the attack,

2nd bomber stream:

alrcraft
The arsx approached from the area of Norwich flying in north-east-

ern direction an hour after the 1st bomber stream had left the Island of
A small component
Britain. meceﬁdw to the North Sea up to the area off the
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and small elements of the Me-110 units of all
fighter divisions flying a second mission. The
aircraft assembled and were directed into the
bomber stream over F,F. Kuli.

The 1lst Group (Marker Aircraft)/7th Night Fighter Ving: The aircraft assem-
bled over F.F. Otto and proceeded to Karlsruke
and Stuttgart, The aireraft the landed because
the weather conditions offered little prospect
of success for air operations over Friedrichsha-

fen.

. To repulse the attack against the railrcad station of Montzen:

For night fighter pursult operations:

By the 3rd Fighter Division:Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Twente, Deelen
Verlo, and St. Trond. The aircraft were directed
into the bomber stream by way of the radio bea =|
cons of radar stations near the ceast in Holland|

In "Himmelbett"-tactics:

By the 3rd Fighter Division:A few twin-engine fighter aircraft over the coasd

tal area of Holland., The aircraft were later eng

ged in pursuit operations.

To provide night fighter protection:

By the 1st Fighter Division:Twin-engine fighter aircraft from Stendal and
Werneuchen. The aircraft assembled over F,F. Ida

and proceeded to Aachen. Single-engine fighter
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Weather Conditions: TWest of the line Amsterdam - Munich: cloudless.

East of this line: 8/10 to 10/10 stratus clouds from
1000 to 2000 meters.
In the North good high-altitude visibility, in the

South high-altitude haze.

28.) Britieh Nuisance Raid on Hamburg on 28/29 April 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplenent 1931)

Enemy Effort

Hamburg was atiacked by 25 Mosquito-bombers. The aireraft intru

. ded scross the North Sea and returned in western directicn by way of Buden
and Northern Holland.

A rmumber of "FN"-aircraft operating singly flew nuisance mis—

dons over the area of Perlin and over North-festern Germany.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were employed:

By the 1st Fighter Division: L single-engine fighter aircraft.

. Enemy Logses: Enemy losseg were not observed.

— e e e S e S,

Losses of Friendly Forces: Nane.

Weather Cenditions: 6/10 te 8/10 stratus clouds tetween 1000 and 2000 me-

ters. Good high-altitude visibility.

29.) British Nuisence Raids on Koeln - Vuelheim and Oberhausen on 29/30

April 1944

(see sketch: home air defense, supplement 1931)

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

@ - 135 - $

Study 9 to 11, Volume IIIa

Chapter IIT
Sht S S N S R R S R e S R R M M R R R S R S R R R R R S R SR

Day Activities in the Period from

1 May 1944 to D-Day (6 June 1944)

1l.) Survey

a.) American Offensive Activities

The daytime air warfare over the Reich's territory had become
considerably more intensive in May 1944. During the period covered by this
report the Arerican air forces operated with a total strength of 30 000 air-
craft of whichc:;l half r;f heavy bombers. The maximum strength of aircraft
employed in an attack had risem to 1100 bombers and 1600 fighters. These
air forces, considerably superior to the German forces employed in the home
air defense, conductcgi their offensive operations extremely systematically
and effectively thus demonstrating, for the first time in history, the stra-
tegic inq:orténca of a modern instrument of air-power vitul to the over-all
war effort. In view of the simultanecus and extensive Allied air activities
in the rest of Europe, especially in France, the strength and striking power
particularly of the American air forces became evident. Moreover, the Ameri-

definmitely
can operations against the Reich's territory ip Mayvestablished the perfec -

tion of the fmerican air armament system as well as justified the American

strategic principles and offensive tactics. Despite many setbacks and heavy
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losses, the purposeful action and the perseverance of the American air com-
mand led to success: The American air forces maintained the air supremacy
over the feich's territory in daytime. They had won freedom of operation in
Yarch and April and could now, operating in daybtime with bomber forces of the
seme strength, obtain &m in a shorter period of time better effects in their
attacks than the British night bonﬁigy?:id.
The following operations were conducted by the American air forces against
targets in the Reich's territory during May:

17 large-scale attacks from the British air base and

4 larpe-scale attacks from the Italian zir base,

Low-level strafing attacks by fighter forces against 164 villages and

+kommando: «
small towns in the sector of the XI Luftgau"{air force administrative

comuand) and in the western part of the sector of the III Luftgaukom —
mando: and against 32 industrial targets including
6 aircraft factories,
1 mineral cil plant,
L, power plants,
The bombs were dropped:
In the cases of 15 attacks with visual observation of the ground,
in the caseg of 3 asttackes with limited visual cbservation of the ground,
and
in the cases of 2 attacks without visual observation of the ground.
A planned large—scale attack on 4 May failed owing to bad weather,
moddowsxdxyx It was on three days that the American air forces sta-

C and in Italy
tioned in Great Britain'presumably operated in directly coordinated sction.
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Owipg to bad westher conditione ne large-scale air cperations were conduc-
ted during the periods from 2 to 6 and from 14 to 18 May.
The following operations were conducted during these periods:

On 6 days only reconnaissance missions,

on 3 days low-level attacks carried out by fighters and fighter-bom-|

bers ggainst airfields

on 4 days low-level attacks carried out by fighters and fighter-bom-
bers against airfields and transportation facilities,

on 1 éay no recomnai ssance and coffensive activitles,

For the period from 1 June 194k to D-day (6 June 19&#)' there is no German !
docurentary materiel available which provides information on the Aimerican
air operations against the Reich's territory. Since weather conditions were
for flying purposes

unfavorable'during the week before the beginning of the invasion it can be
assumed that the American air activities were confined to reconnaissance
mesions and low-level attacks with fighterc and fighter-bombers against
airfields and transportation facilities. Information on the effects of such
attacks is contained in the document of the Generalluftzeugmeister (Chief
of the Luftwaffe Special Supply and Procurement Service) (GL/A No. 3232
Top Military Document):
"By alr raids against airfields and industrial establishments the following
gircraft were destroyed in the period from 31 May to 3 June:

1 Xe 109,

15 FI¥ 190,

41 Ju 88,

The daytime alr operations against the Reich's territory rewvealed the

following objectives of the American air command:
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attack and impaired the supply of the German Wehrmacht with fuel for motor
vehicles and fuel 0il to & negligible extent only. However, the American
air attacks on the oil base in the Balkans as well as the doxibcdor mining
of the Danube Hiver by Eritish air forces brought about a considerable
delivery censtituted
di sturbznce of the crude oil dmpgy to the Reich's territory,which'som a

serious denger for the securing of the fuel supply to the German Wehrmacht,

Aircraft plants and repair as well as manufacturing establish=
ments for aireraft incurred heavy damages by the American air attacks, A
great number of aircraft was lost, Only during the period fram 20 to 29 kay,
133 aircraft were destroyed and 54 aircraft were damaged in the manufacfu-
. " ring establishments of the industry, On the whole, the manufacturing process|
and the repzir sctivities were
“n the German aireraft industry mdx seriously hampered and the expansion of |
this industry was visibly delayed. Also the manufacture of the night fighter
type He 219 in the area of Vienna came almost to a deadlock and the outpub
of the fighter aireraft type Me 109 with special Type Fu 16 ZY instrument
set was delayed by a period of four weeks. It is, however, particularly
worth mentioning that, in spite of the heavy American air attacks in April
and May 1944, the Yerman air armament succeded in increasing its output of
. single-engine and twin-engine fighter :; :—ell as ground-atteck aircraft

by a wider dispersion and transfer of ikm mznufacturing establishments; im

ooy cane of them were located underground.

The American low-level attacks carried out by fighter aircraft
SR pRIPY against airflelds in comnection with the consecuences of the Ameri-
can air supremacy, of the numerous air aleP®s and with the general insecu-

rity in the air space over the Reich's territory brought sbout zn extensive

disturbance of the flight training =t the fiying schools gnd of the formation
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The over-all effect of the American daytime air attacks on
targete in the Reich's territory and in the Balkans I:sgreat. in view of
the high expenditures of aircraft and air-drop explosives it was beyond
any doubt that a maxdmum effect to nm@mmpm the German collapse
was not achieved. The American air command did not seem to have the tenden-
cy of placing particular emphasis on certain objectives kwoomdeexr during
the operations in May but rather selected a number of various targets.
1f : had been
Viteki® already in May 1944 all Anmerican large-scale attacks mmkm directed

exclusively againet the installations of the German oil industry, the Amer]
can air warfare would have been considerably more economical,which means
collapsed
that the German resistance in Europe would have earlier,

In May 194 ,the American offensive operations had reached a cer-
tain degree of perfection in respect to the assemblies over th'e air bases,
the echelonment of the approaching and returning bomber divisions in reespect
to time, the offensive and bomb release tactics, mmm as well as to the
cocperation between bomber and fighter aircraft.lt was because of the su-
periority of the American air forces to the German air defense forces that
the former did not curry out feint, diversion, and ocutflanking maneuvers
when they conducted their daybime operations against the Reich's territory.
The bomber divisione operating independently almost ever attacked a great
mumber of targets in the respective zreas under attack. The American figh-
ter forces of which the strength had considerably increased were in a posi-=
tlon teo demonstrate their superiority in the air in various respects. Espe-
cially impressive was the perfect and accurate cover provided by them for
the bomber forces as the latter approached and returned to their bases.

The fighter cover flying up to an hour zhead of the bombers made the commit-

ment of the German defense forces against the bonbers extremely difficult
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by intensifying the supply of aircraft &and crews.

The American superiority in the air was demonstrated by the following

relations of forces:

American total effort ? German totzl effort
(Bombers and fighters) (eingle- and twin-engine figh =
ters|
17 1
American fighter effort - German total effort
3,8 il

In view of this American supremacy the German fighters had neither succee,
ded in preventing bomber attacks nor in preventing bombers from aiming

accurately in releasing their bombs.

The centralized command of the I Fighter Corps had not been able
to concentrate the day fighter forces deployed all over the Reich's terri-
tory in respect to time and space to commit them &gainst each American
large-scale attack, Owing to the long periods required for assembly and
the long distances to be covered in the approach flights the fighter umits
often arrived over the target areas too late or were forced to land as a
result of fuel shortage. This applied primarily to those cases in which
the American bombers operated exclusively over the periphery of the Heich'!
territory, in the North, Viest, and South, The Germun day fighter forces mm

rarely now
could xiom¥tcomome approach the attacking bomber units ax since the former
were caught by surprise by American fighters sometimes already during theij
aseembly but mostly on their approach flight. Whenever German fighter unitq
succeeded in attacking an American bomber stream it was surprising in what
a short period of time the American fighter forces were comcentrated in

the area in which the bombers were under attack.
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On the other hand, the outstanding prudence and cleverness of the ground
control staffs of the German Fighter divisiaons should be particularly noted,
Yihen the picture of the air situation was clear they succeeded, in a real
cat and mouse play, in covering the fighter units flying in close formation
against early attack by American fighters coperating at high altitudes by

rerouting them through voice-radio commnication,

The heavy losses as well as the great physical and psychological
strain imposed on the German fighter pilots reduced the combat wvalue of the
units in April and May 1944. The young replacements showed deficiencies in
the fields of flight and radio engineering training., They lacked combat mxm

. experience, in particular in respect to high-altitude operations. Time and
cpportunities for training in the operational units was lacking to an in-
creasing extent. The shortage of qualified makk commanders for flying for-
mations increased, The excessive strain caused by almost uninterrmpted com—
mitment resulted in combat weariness in the units, S%zaomd Experienced figh-
ter pilots reached the limits of their efficiency. They were worn out by
the many missions they had flown and needed a rest. All these factors toge-

ther formed the reason for a number of misdirected missions and failures.

. For the first time, authorized and unauthorized agencies of the
Wehrmacht, Luftwaffe, iovocooaix government and party unjustifiedly re-
proached the fighter unites of the home air defense for cowardness. In view
of these reproaches it should be noted that the inferior Yerman day fighter
forces which fought bravely were, especially in Nay, subjected to the hea-
viest strain which admittedly reduced their substance of persannel and maté -

riel yet did not seriously obstruct the overgll structure of these forces.
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The limited American offensive activities against the Heich's territory in
the first week of June offered the day fighter forces of the home air de-
fense:a brief respite for regeneration. Thus it :Imi:gml possible that
the day fighter wings of the home air defense were relatively intact and
ready For defensive operations against the invasion in France.

¢.) Special Information

It is worth mentioning that the Supreme Commander ol
the Wehrmacht and the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe reproached the
day fighter forces of the home air defense for their failing to repulse
the American homber attacks on the ﬂe:'!.ch's territory; these reproaches wer|
made in view of the dangerous effeczz?‘:tgese bonber attacks had on the fuel
situation of the Cerman ! ehrmacht, Both commanders in chief, however, had

a fighter
not recognized the necessity to equip the day fighter forces with'am air-
craft type of technical superiority which offered the possibility of regaij
ning the air supremacy over the Heich's territory snd of bringing the Ame-
rican day attacks to an end. At a time when the 'day fighter forces of the |
home air defense were in a critical situation the Supreme Commander of the
Wehmacht tokk & decieion which speeded up, perhaps even brought about,
the German collapse., The records of the former Branch of Military Science
of the Luftwaffe contain the following passage reganding the telatype mes—
sage: "Reichemarschall Adj., No. LALL/AL! : L

" On 28 May 1944 the Reichsmarschall directed, im compliance
with a Fuehrer directive, that the Type 262 aircraft was to be employed as
super-speed bomber exclusively.For the time being,the azircraft was notoba

a
used as fighter. Thie type of aircraft was withdrawn from the sphere of

the
responsibility of the General of'Fighter Forces and was immediately put
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Weather Conditions: The weather was favorable for defense purposes.

3.) American Reconnaissance Operations on 2 and 3 May 1944

Enemy Effort

On 2 and 3 May a small number of American aireraft flew recon

naissance mizsions over the Heich's territory.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The corps was not operationally employed owing to bad weather conditions.

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

‘ i s S

Losses of Friendly Forces: None.

L.) American Bomber Operation on 4 May 194k

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1971)

Enemy Effort

The American air force stationed in Great Sritain started
‘ an operation agains_t the Heich's territory with 400 bombers, 250 single-
| engine and 150 twin-engine fighters. It was presumably the iritention of
this force to attack targets in central Germany. The bomber units pene-
trated across the Dutch coast between Den Haag and Schelde Estuary in
eastern direction. yjer the first elements had reached the area of Muen-
ster, Oenabrueck, and Lheine they changed to return routes, The majority
of the bombers changed to western course over Dutch territory. Heturning
they released a number of single bombs on open terrain and on the empty

airfield of Bergen op Zoon in Holland. The majority of the bombs was re-
leasged
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.during the return [light over sea. Elements of the American escort fighters
penetrated into the area of Oschersleben and Eisenach. While the attacking
forces were approaching the German radio intelligence repeatedly interceptal
orders from the American air command in Great Britain calling the units
back. The Corps Headguarters of the 1 Fighter Corps assuned that the Ameri-
can operations were broken off because of a sudden break in the westher
over Great Britain., In view of the existing weather sitvation the retur -
ning attacking forces could have released their bombs on German cities zs
alternste targets, It could, therefore,be assumed that the American bomber
unite had been directed to bomb only military or other targets important
for the armament effort, However, it likewise could have been possible that,

. because of the break in the waather over the leland of britain,the American
wits were speedily heading for their bases and for this reason desisted

from approaching occasional targets,which would have been time consuming.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

Ey the 2nd Fighter Division: A combat unit of the llth Fighter Wing after
. assembly over Bremen in direction of VYsna -

brueck,

Ey the 3rd Fighter Division: A combat unit of the 1st Fighter Wing in di-
rection of Hildesheim. A combat unit of the
Fighter Wing for Special Employment in direc-
tion of Paderborn. The wing did nol engage
in combat,

Total Effort: 197 fighter aircraft
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Enemy Losses: 8 Type Thunderbolt fighters definitely shot down.

2 Type Thunderbolt fighters probably shot down.

Loeses of Friendly Forces: 1 aireraft.

5 aireraft received over 60% damage,
(As of 5 May 1944, 11:00 hours)
Losses of personnel: 1 killed,
1 wounded,

1 missing.

5.) American Reconnaiseance OUperations on 5 lay 1944

Enemy Effort

On 5 May only a few American reconnzissance aircraft appaareéi
over the Reich's territory.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The corps was not operationally employed.

Enemy Losses® Enemy losses were not observed.

—_————————— e ——

Losses of Friendly Forces: None.

Special Information: Hauptmann Tratt, the former Commanding Officer of the

2nd Group/26th Twin-Engine Fighter Wing, was later
awarded the addition of the cakleaf cluster to the

knight cross of the iron cross,

6.) American Low-Level Attacks on Airfields on 6 Kay 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 198!)

Enemy Effort

e

The American zir force stationed in Great, Britain conducted the

following operations:
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the assembly of the three American bomber divisions in the srea of Norwich,
The bonber units which were protected by strong fighter forces left the
island from 08:25 hours on and crossed the Zuider Sea in eastern direction.
The 2nd Bomber Division changed toisouthern course over the area of Quaken-
brueck and attacked Osnabrueck and Nuenster without visual observation of
the ground. The aircraft returned in north-western direction via Holland.
The 1st and 3rd Bomber Divisions flew from the area of Osnabrueck in eas-
tern direction into the area of Stettin and Berlin. The HReich's capital
was bombed from the North-East without vieual observation of the ground.

A ngmber of bombs was dropped on Stettin. The bombers left the target arez
‘iﬁgtgglly'in southern, later in north-western direction into the area of
Stendal from where they returned kedhmioeodmomx in western direction to
their bases. In addition to the fighter units which penetrated on escort
missions into the zrea of Stettin and Perlin, other fighter forces intru-
ded across the North Sea coastal area into the area of Rostock and across
Schelde Estuary into the area of Aschen. According to German reports the
total strength of the American forces commgitted against the Reich's terri-
tory on 7 kay amounted to 700 bombers, 300 single-engine and 150 twin-engi-
ne fighters., Medium damage to buildings and slight damage to industrial

installations were caused in Perlin.

Canmitment of the I Fighter Corps

Owing to weather conditions the commitment of fighter aircraft

was not possible. ]
The 2nd Group/26th Twin-Engine Fighter liing of the lst éightcr Divisien
was agsembled over Frapnkfurt on the Oder for the case that American bomber
bomber unites had proceeded isoamcskex beyond Berlin in eastern direction

without fighter escort.
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Fire in the Reich's chancellery. "Haus der Flieger;" (German: House of the
Flyers) and the police headquarters smom hit.

Sections of the city especially hit by the attack:

Alexander -Square, Fankow, Horst Wessel - Square, Lichtenberg, Treptom,
Oberschoeneveide, Schoeneberg, and Zehlendorf. The streetcar traffic mce
partially interrupted, the Scuth - Ring blocked. The water and gas supply
in the central sector of the city partially interrupted. Power plant of

Rummelsburg hit.

8.) American Attack on Berlin and Praunechweig on & May 1944

(Ses sketch: home air defense, supplement 2001)

Enemy Effort

Berlin and Braunschweig were the targets for ’;n. attack by
a total force of 750 bombers which were escorted by 500 single-engine and
200 twin-engine fighters., The bombs were again released on both citiss
without visual cbeervation of the ground. For this reason the attacks
caused primarily damage to buildings, in Berlin medium and in Braunschweij

slight damege to industrial installations.

The offerisive operations were conducted as follows:

The assembly of the Americeén komber divisions could be inter 4
cepted fram 06:30 hours on, The attacking lorces appmaehmix started theij
approsch flight over the Island of Uritain g% 08:15 hours in eastern di-
rection, After flying across the Zuider Sea the bombers reached at first
the area north of Hannover. Here the 2nd Bamber Divieion and elements of

the 3rd Bomber Division flew across the areas of Parchim, Neustrelitz,
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and Frenzlau and changed to south-western courses to attack the Heich's
capital. A1l bomber unites had direct fighter protection up to and beyond
" the target areas. In addition, a strong fighter cover to the South penetra-

ting up to the area of Uentral Germany was observed. The offense forces

returned in western direction across the Dutch coastal area,

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

For weather reasons,only the areas of North-astern Yermany and south of

Frankfurt on the Main were suited for assembling.

The following foress were employed:

Units of the lst Fighteér Division: After assembly over Hamburg in direction

. of Hannover.

Unite of the 2nd Fighter Division: After assembly over Stade in direction
of Hannover.

Units of the 3rd Fighter Division: A combat unit of the lst Fighter liing
after assembly over luenster in directio
of Nienburg.

A combit unit of the Pighter Wing for
Special Employment after assembly over

. Mannheim in directiocn of Hannover.

€mall combat units of the lst to 3rd Fighter Divisions started for a =second
miesion against returning bomber units,

The following units could not be employed owing to bad weather:

Unite of the 7th Fighter Division and the 26th Twin-Engine Fighter Wing of
the 1lst Fighter Division,

Alr combat causing losses to both sides took place in the area of Hannover

and Braunschweig,
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Total Effort: LOO fighter aircraft,

Enemy Losses: 62 bomber and 17 fighter aircraft;
that is: 79 aireraft definitely shot down,
2 bomber and 5 fighter zireraft;

that is: 5 aireraft probably shot down.

Losses of Friendly Forces: L3 aireraft,

Losses of personnel: 15 killed,

(As of 10 June 1944, 14:00 hours)
1j; wounded,
10 missing.

Wieather Conditions: Area of the let Fighter Divieion: Dense stratus clouds,

L

lower ceiling 150 meters, upper ceiling 3500 meters.

Area of Frankfurt: Lower cloud ceiling 1000 meters.

West of the general line Luebeck - Hannover: Weather con-
ditions favorable for defencsive operaticns.

High-altitude winds: 20 degrees, 50 kilometers per hour
to 70 kilometers per hour,

Special Information:

a.) Results of the Attack on Berlin

During the period from 10:38 to 11:26 hours,l1600 demolition bombe, 40 000 in-
cendiary bombs ecuipped with a special sting at the point (Germen: Stabbrand-
bambe), and 1100 liquid-incendiary bombs were dropped.
Damage to material and losses of personnel:
425 buildings totally destroyed,
1798 buildings damaged,
253 killed,

49 wounded, and
26 2€5 homeless.
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In Diedenhofen: Medium damage to buildings and industrial installations.

On the airfield of Diedenhofen-Niederjeutz: Damage to grounded aircraft.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

By the 3rd Fighter Division: A combat unit of the list Fighter Ving in direc
oo @ tion of Bonn.
A combat unit of the Fighter Wing for Special
Employment in direction of Trier.
The units employed did not engage in combat,

. Total Effort: 114 fighter aircraft

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

Losses of Friendly Forces: None,

10.) American Attack on Tiener-Neustadt on 10 Nay 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 202!)

Enemy Effort

over the Island of Britain, At 08:10 hours the first units started from

————r—

From 05:05 hours on American bombers were observed agsemoling

the area of Norwich to fly their their offensive mission in eastern direcs
tion. Shortly before reaching the Dutch coast the broke off their opera-
tione, presumably because of weather conditlons, and changed to vwestern xm
courses. Only a few small fighter units intruded across ihe Zuider Sea inty

the area of Oldenburg.

4 number of Type Mosquito aircraft approaching across the Baltic flew
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recomnaissance miesions over the area of Berlin, mxwmoamx moreover over the

Buhr area and bver the area of Frankfurt ‘on the Main.

At O7:45 hours it was observed thal American unils began assanj
bling over Foggia in Italy. ‘he bombers xxmant started from the Italian base
at 08:40 hours. After they had, being escorted by strong fighter forces,
reached the area off Ancona they changed to north-eastern courses and procee-—
ded, flying in two streams, viz the area of Agram to the eastern corner of
Lake ﬂélaton and to the Neusiedlersee., From these areas and approaching from
the South-Ezst in many small waves at considerably different altitudes they
attacked they aircraft factories in liener-Neustadt. After the attack they red
turned in southern direction to Italy, Strong fighter forces had flown ahead
of the bombers into the target area, The total strength of the forces partici
pzting in the attack on ¥iener-lieustadt amounted to 600 bombers, 300 single—
engine and 200 twin-engine fighters according to German reports. lhe aircraft

factories in !'iener-Neustadt sustained heavy damages.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

To repulse Pritish forces intruding across the North Sea:

By the 3rd Fighter Division: Combat unite of the lst Fighter Wing and the
Fighter Wing for Special Employment. The aircraf
agsembled over Kassel. After the American bomber
had broken off their operations,both combat
units were ordered to land.

To repulee the attack on Wiener-lNeustadi:
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In thie ares mainly transportation facilities were bombed. A1l bomber umits

returned in north-western direction.

A total force of 40O bombers, 300 single-engine and 100 twin-
~engine fighter aircraft tock part in the operations on 11 May in the after-
noon, Medium damage was caused by the bombing raids to transportation faci-
lities and industrial installations in the areas of Muelhausen, Brussels,

Liége, Trier, Luxembourg,and Saargemuend.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

Againet the 2nd Bomber Division:

By the 3rd and Tth Fighter Divislons: The Fighter Wing for “peclal Employ-
ment, the 3rd Group/3rd Fighter Wing,
and the 1lst Group/5th Fighter Viing on
the first mission. The aircrafi landed
after the bombers had left the area of
Nuelbausen.

Againet the lst and 3rd Bomber Divisions:

By the 2nd Fighter Division: A combat unit of the 1lth Fighter VWing in di-
rection of Koblenz, The wing did not reach the
Aperican attacking units.

By the 3rd Fighter Division: Combat units of ithe 1st Fighter Ving and of the
Fighter Wing for Speecial Fmploymerit on a second
nission. After assembly over Bonn the aircraft
engaged in air combat over the area of Li;ge

and Trier.
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The bormbers returned in western direction.

All bombers were, when approaching the target areas, protected by strong
fighter forces except when the [lew over the area of Eger, Bruex, and Karls-

bad.

1n addition to the fighter forces directly protecting the bombers the follo-

wing forces were observed:

As northern cover: Strong fighter forces intruding across Schelde Estuary,
]

the area of Guetersloh, and paderborn to meet the bombers over Central Ger-

many and to carry out low-level strafing usttacks on airfiels.

To meet returning bonbers: 4 number of fighter units intruding by, way of Dun-
kirk in south-eastern direction into the arez of Mannheim, Frankfurt on the

:.‘ﬂin, and Koeln.

Target s and Pesults of the Attacks: (Firet reports on 12 May 1944)

a.) Bomber Attacks:

Urban districtes of Keblenz, Frankfurt on the Main, Halle,
Naurburg, and Velssenfels. Slight damzge to buildings was caused in all ci-
ties.
"leuna"-works: Filtration plant hit, operation discontinued.
"f14 sabeth-leonhard—and Velssenfels"-nines in the aresa of Halle and lerse-
burg damaged.
Filtration plants at Wintershall near luetzendorf damaged.
"Brabag"-works in Boehlen near Leipzig damaged.
tircraft repair plant in Zwickau completely out of operatiomn.

Filtration plant at Bruex - Maltheusen damaged.
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area north of the island of Texel. They crossed the west coast of Jutland .
between the island of Sylt and Heide. The aircraft then proceeded via the
Bay of Kiel, the Day of Luebeck, the area of Stralsund and Rostock for the
attack on Stettin and Tutow, After the attack the majority of the bombers
returned in north-uestern direction by way of Nordschleswig into the North
Sea area,.Only a smsll bomber unit proceeded :frozn 2tettin in southern direc-
tion into the area of Frankfurt on the Oder and changed at first lo an eas-
tern course to proceed into '.che area of Poznair.\?then to 4 north-western
course to return wvia theB;i:: Sea. Its attack was directed against the airq

craft plants in Poznan,

The unite of the 3rd Bomber Division appeared at 13:00 hours
flying over the Zuider Sea in eastern direction. They proceeded into the xx
area of Hannover where they changed to western courses for the attack on
Osnabrueck. For their return flight they chose the air route via Echelde

Estuary.

Strong American fighter forces escorted the bombers up to the
target areas. A portion of the American fighters attacked airfields in the

sector of the 2nd Fighter Division or eircled over German fighter airfields

Result= of the Attack: In Stettin medium damage to bulldings and heavy dama,
ge to industrial installations, moreover considersble demage to transporta-

tion facilities.

Bomber units from the American air base in Italy had penetrated
into the area of Bolzano. Thereby the fighter units of the 7th Fighter Di-

vision were tied up in Southern Terpwny up to 12:30 hours,
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Comnmitment of the I Fighter Carps

—_

The following forces were employed:

To repulse bombers intruding across the North Sea:

—

By the lst Fighter Division: A combat unit of the 3rd Fighter Wing. After
asserbly over the Vueritzsee the aircra.ft proce
ded in direction of Stralsund. Air combat in th
area of Anklam and Demmin.

The 26th Twin-Engine Fighter Ving. Theaircraft
agsembled over Stettin and proceeded in direc-

. tion of Frankfurt on the Oder to be committed
against the bomber units intruding to the area
of Foznan.

By the 2nd and 3rd Fighter Divisions: All units assembled over the airfield
of fotenburg and proceeded in north-eastern di-
rection. Air combat in the area of Kiel.

To repulse an attack on Osnabrueck:

By the 7th Fighter Diviesion: The 3rd Group/3rd Fighter Wing and the 1st
Group/5th Fighter Ving in direction of the Rmm
Erocken in the Harz. The umits could not start
until the zircraft intruding from the South
had changed their course., They arrived in the .
area of y
Northern Germany too late to engage in combat

with the %rd Bomber Division gndlanded on the

airfield of Burg near ksgdeburg.
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Special Information:

The difficulties encountered in the second commitment of units of the Tth F:Lg]_l
ter Division in the sector of the lst Fighter Division are described in the
folliowing teletype message:

Teletype message of the Corps Headquarters of the I Fighter Corps to the

Tth Fighter Division:"On 13 ¥ay 1944 the take-off of the combat unit of the
Tth Fighter Divi;zoﬁu?gr a second mission was delayed to such an extent that

only some elements of this unit could be actually committed.

fuelled
According to a report of the 1lst Fighter Division 11 aircraft were xaoombhxmx ir

10 minutes, further aircraft were fuelled in 20 minutes and the rest of the
aircraft were fuelled in 4O minutes., The following report of the 1 Fighter
Division is given for information purposes:

;.) After being taken over from the 7th Fighter Division the unit was correct-
ly guided by the "y"fme‘t.hnd by the 1 Fighter Divieion.

b.) After it was noticed that the unit would arrive too lale for commitment
asgainst bonbers proceeding in eastern direction, the aireraft were directed
to land at Salzwedel to be on hand as far in the Viest as possible for commit-
ment against returning enemy aircraft.

¢.) Vithout corresponding order from the lst Fighter Division and without

correspondingly informing this division the unit Km flies over the airfield

Sr s sReRAR R TAS R AR N TRRANSSRRs b RSERaS

Note: # ®y'-pethod means
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Against the 2nd Bomber Division:

By the 2nd Fighter'Division: A combat unit of the 1lth Fighter Wing. After
assenbly over Bremen the aircraft proceeded in di
rection of Osnzbrueck. Air combat over the area
of Vechta,

By the 3rd Fighter Division: Combat units of the lst Fighter Wing and the Figh
ter Wing for Special Employment. After assembly
over Minden the sircraft proceeded in direction
of Osnabrueck. The wings < succeeded, after detouq
ring the American fighter cover, in attacldng
American bosber units with good success over the
area north of Osnabrueck.

Against the 3rd Bomber Division:

Units of the 7th Fighter Division: The lst Uroup/5th Fighter Wing and the

3rd Group/3rd Fighter Wing. After assembly over
Herzogenaurach the aircraft proceeded in direc =
tion of the Brocken in the Harz. Air combat in
the area of Braunschweig.

A combat unit of the 27th Fighter Wing of the
Fighter Commander Ostmark.in directlon of Magde-
burg. Successful alr combat in the area north-

west of Braunschweig.

Against returning bombers:

By the 1lgt and 2nd Fighter Divisions: 26 fighter aircraft on a second mis-
eion in direction of the island of Fehmarn and

Kiel.
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Total Effort: 451 single-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft.

Enemy losses: 52 aircraft definitely shol down,
TE] 8 aircraft probably shot doun.
In addition, by antiaircraft artillery:
18 aircraft definmitely shot down,
8 aircraft probably shot down.

losses of Friendly Forces: 42 aircraft

16 aircraft received over 60 damage.
Losses of persomnel: 10 killed,
12 wounded,
& missing.

Weather Conditions:Reich's territory: Bright

North-of the line Husum - Kiel: Bad weather,

Special Information:

a.) Bamber flight formations on 19 May 194k

bomber
The firstVunit approached in loose formation and in groups of about 20 to 30

aireraft keeping a time interval of 5 to 10 minutes. The following units for-
med a tight formation each and were stronger, generally they formed 3 groups
of 4O aircraft each keeping a distance of 3 to 5 kilometers. Of 14 returning
bomber units 6 flew close ! together while the rest flew in a loose formation.
The strongest formation consisted of & groups of 22 to 27 aircraft each;
these groups were followed by single aircraft which apparently could no lon~-
closed American :
ger keep pace with the speed of the kijoxk formation. No'fighter aircraft were
cbserved escorting this xemxk strong formation,

b.) On 19 May 194k ,the German radar syStem succeeded in taking a bearing on
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the new American Meddo-set =nd mmmeessfwiiyx in intercepting with good
success the American pakicfisoime airborne pethfinder ecuipment.

e.) Antisireraft fire on 19 May 1944

The following units fired:
) guns
In the area of Braunschweig:l6 heavy batteries with 78 imdwmiw 3200 rounds,
2 light batteries with 14 guns 269 rounds
In the area of Perlin: 80 batteries with 152 guns 17 121 rounds.
The great flying altitude of the bombers reduced the effect of the 88 - milj

limeter antiaireraft batteries.

d.)
. MThe results of the attack on Herlin on 19 May 1944

During the period from 13:50 to 14:20 hours about 1200 demolition
bembs, 50 000 incendiary bombs equipped with a special sting at the point
(German: Stabbrandbombe), and 10 000 liquid-incendiary bombs were dropped.
Damage to material and losses of persomnel:
393 buildings totally destroyed,
2517 buildings damaged,
171 killed,
. 440 wounded ,and

28 000 homeless.

17.) American Attack on Kiel on 21 May 194k

(See sketeh: home air defense, supplement 20€1)

Eneny Effort

——— e i e e

During the periocd from 12:55 to 13:03 hours Kiel was attacked

by LEO bombers protected by strong fighter forces. American fighter units
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with a total strength of 300 aircraft simultaneously penetrated into the
conducted strafing raids
area of North-iestern, Northern, and Central Germany. They'against. 36 air
industrial
bases, among them the'work airfields at Rutenberg near Prenzlau, at Redlin
at
near Wittstock, and“Schkeuditz with good success.

flesults of the attack on Kiel: Feavy damsge in the Navy shipbuilding yards

and coneiderable damage to buildings in the city area,

Damages caused by low-level fighter attacks:

57 aircraft destroyed; two thirds of them were training aircraft.

2 aireraft damaged.

Camdtment of the I Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were employed to repulse the attack on Kiel:

By the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Tth Fighter Divisions: 186 fighter aircraft of

which 101 engaged in combat.

The bomber operation againet Fiel was initially considered as a
secondary action. This opinion of the Headquarters of the I Fighter Corps
was based on & report of the 2nd Fighter Division according to which bomber
units proceeded from the area of Luebeck in south-eastern direction, Tlis
report resulted in a commitment of the units of the lst Fighter Division
in direction of Berlin, Later it was revealed thzt the fighters mentioned

in the report of the 2nd Fighter Division had been friendly aircraft.

Activities of the antiaireraft artillery

The following ammunition was discharged without any success:
In the area of Kiel: 68 heavy batteries with 238 guns fired 2424 rounds and

4 light batteries with 17 gune fired 417 rounds.
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In the area of Vienna: 3 aircraft destroyed,

7 aircraft missing,

6 aircraft damaged.

losses of personnel: 2 killed,
3 wounded,
7 missing.

Total losses: 20 airecraft destroyed,

20 alreraft missing,

24 aireraft damaged.

Losses of personnel: 6 killed,
11 wounded,
21 missing.

Weather Conditions: Northern Germany: Cloudless.

Area of Vienna: 3/10 to 9/10 clouds.

20.) American Fighter Attacks on 25 and 26 May 194k

Enemy Effort

On 25 and 26 May 19kk4,small American fighter units conducted bom-
bing and strafing attacks against airfields in lestern “eryany without sco-

ring any success.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The corps was not operationally employed.

Eneny losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

——— s et . o Vo

losses of Friendly Forces: ' Wene.
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21.) American Attacks on Cities and Railroad Installations in South-Western

Germany, in Alsace - Lorraipe as well as in th; Saar Area on 27 May 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 210!)

Enemy Effort

During the period fram 12:00 to 12:50 hours, strong Ameriean bom-
ber wnits (900 aircraft?) attacked the following targets:

Strassbourg, city arez and freight station,

Karlsruhe, transportation facilities,

Mannheim, transpertation faeilities,

Ludwigshafen, city area and industrial establishuents,

Szarbruscken,

Metz, and

Trier.

Results of the attack: Considerable damages to transportation facilities and

in industrial establishrents. In addition, the follo-
wing damages were czused on three airfields by low-level attacks by Amerlcal

Pighters: 9 aircraft destroyed and & aircraft damaged.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following forces were employed:

fighter
Units of the 7th Fighter Division with a total strength of 89vYaircraft.

The forces of the lst, 2nd, and 3rd Fighter Divisions could not be committed
owing to bad weather conditiaons.

There are no data available on the comnditment of units of the Third Air Flee

Command .
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Activities of the antiaircraft artillery

The following amount of ammunition was discharged:

72 heavy batteries fired 16 660 rounds.

Enemy Losses: 11 bomber and % fighter aircraft; -

that is: 14 sircraft definitely shot down.

In additicn, the following aircraft were shot down by anti-
aireraft artillery:

13 bomber and 1 fighter aircraft;

that is: 14 aircraft definitely shot down.

2 aircraft probably shot down.

Enempodamssoanodxmnbmrooont
ISEEGEEEESEEE00000COTNnNOTONT

Total Losses: 28 zircraft definitely shot down,

e e e i

2 aircraft probably shot down.

Losses of Friendly Forces: 14 aircraft destroyed,

2 airceraft missing,

11 aircraft damaged.

Weather Conditions: Several strata of clouds, partially dense.

22.) American Attacks on Installatione of the Fuel and Armament Industry in

Central Germany on 28 May 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 21]
Enemy Effort

On 28 Kay 1944, 1000 bomber aircraft of the lst, 2nd, and 3rd

Bomber Divisions escorted by extremely strong fighter forcee operated from
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23.) American Attacks on Armament Plants and Airfields in Central and Eastern

Germany, the Hydrogenetion Flant of Poelitz near Stettin ae well as on Arma-

rent Plante in the Area of Vienna on 29 May 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 212})

Enemy Effort

The following operations were conducted by the !‘merican sir forces :

From the 2ir base in Great Britain:

A large-scale attack with 1100 bomber aireraft of the lst, 2nd, m
and 2rd Bomber Divisions escorted by strong fighter forces against armament
against the
targets at Leipzig, Cottbus, Sorau, irsesinki near Poznan, and mmxko®’  hy-
drogenetion plant of Foelitz neaf Stettin during the period from 12:24 to

13:25 hours.

Low-level attacks with a number of fighter units sgainst airfield
and the railway traffic in Eastern Germany. Elements of American fighter units
penetrated into the area of Frankfurt on the Oder.

From the air base in Italy:

An attack against armament plants in the area of Vienna and in
the area of Wiener-Neustadt with 600 bomber aircraft of the 5th, A7tk, 55th,
and 304th Bomber Wings during the period from 10:25 to 10:45 hours. The For -
tress- and Liberator-units were protected by strong fighter forces (Lightning-

and Mustang-fighters).

Photo of the Ammamrent Plant of Krsesinld near Poznan prior

to the American Attack on 29 May 1944
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Forces intruding from the South: 7 aircraft definitely shol down,

2 aircraft probably shot down.

In addition, the following aireraft were
shot down by antiaireraft artillery:

G aircraft definitely shot down,

3 aircraft probably shot down.

Totzl Losses: 118 aircraft definitely shot down,

21 aircraft probably shot down.

Losses of Friendly Forces:

. Caused by forces intruding from the North: 25 aircraft destroyed,

6 aircraft miesing,
16 aircraft damaged.
Losses of personnel : 15 killed,

15 wounded,

6 missing.

Caused by forces intruding from the South: 21 aireraft destroyed;

1 aircraft missing,
. 2 aircraft demaged.
Losses of personnel : 21 killed,

7 wounded 3

LS

mis=ing.

Total Losses: 46 aircraft destroyed,

7 aircraft miseing,
18 aircraft damaged.
Losses of personnel: 36 killed,

22 vounded, and
@ missing.
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Weather Conditions: In Northern Germany almost cloudless.

Special Information:

Results of the attack on the hydrogenetion plant at Foelitz near Stettins:

- —

On 29 May 1944,the hydrogenetion plant at Poelitz which had a capa-
city of 47 000 moto and worked mainly for the Luftwaffe was damaged to such
an extent that it was unable to operate for at least two months. (Source:
report of the officer in charge of fuel supply in the Branch of kkmx& Supply

and Administration of the Wehrmacht Operations Staff of June 19LL).

Fhoto of the Armament Plant of Krsesinki near Yoznan after

the American Air Attack on 29 May 1944

2l,.) American Attacks on Armament Plants in the Area of “entral Germany,

on Airfields in Northern Germany, and on Industrial Installations in Austria

on 30 May 1944

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 2131)

Eneny Effort

e e e B e e

The following operations were cenducted by the American air forces:

From the sir base in Great Britain:

—

Attacks with 650 bomber aircrafi on industrial installaticns in the
area of Halberstadt, Dessau, Oschersleben, and on 6 airfields in Northern
Germany during the period from 10:43 te 11:15 hours.

with several fighterunits
Strafing attackesYagainst railroad targets
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From the air base in Italy:

Attacks with 500 bomber aircraft of the 5th, 47, 49, 55, and
304th Bomber Wings on industrial targets in the area of Vienna, Vilener-leu-
stadt, Linz, and on airfields in the area of the Upper and Lower Danube
during the period of 10:22 to 10:50 hours. In this operation the bombers
detoured the area of Spmym»e Steyr which wae protected by antiaireraft artil-—

lery.

Results of the Attacks:

In Central and Northern Germany: Slight damage in the industrial installa-

tions., On the airfields LB aircraft were
destroyed and 39 aircraft were damaged.

In addition, 8 locomptives and 9 railroad
carg were damaged by 14 strafing attacks,

In Austria: Slight damage to industrial imstallations. 18 aircraft were des-

———— ———

troyed and 4 aircraft were damaged in an aireraft factory. Air-

field installations at Viels were heavily damaged.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

forces
The following mxkkw were employed:

By the lst, 2nd, and 3rd Fighter Divisions 185 Pighter aireraft of which

142 fighters engaged in combat,

To repulse an attack on Austria:

By the 7th Fighter Division (Fighter Commander Ostmark) 57 fighter aircraft

of which 19 fighterg engaged in combat.
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The transfer of the main effort of the British offensive operationsd to Belgzium
and Northern France wasaconspicuous fact, It gave rise to the presumption on
the part of the German Command thal an invasion was imminent, Thie was expres-
sed , among other statements, in the German Viehrmacht report of 12 May, the
day after the Eritish night attack against transportation facilities in Bel-
glum, as follows: "The continual heavy attacks by British and North American

bombers against the western areas occupied by Germany can be considered as a

preparation for the invasian’,

According to German cbservation the Dritish air operations in May
‘1944 consisted of:
3 large-scale attacks against targets in the Reich's territory,
5 large-scale attacks against targets in Belgium,
L large-scale attacks against targets in France.
20 nuisance raids with Kosquito-bombers against targets in the Reichly
territory; 6 of these raids were directed against Berling
2 nuisance raids from the British air base in Italy against targets
in Austria and Hungary,
15 mine-laying operations in the sea areas of the Heligoland Bight
and the Baltic,
a number of mine-laying operations over the Danube Eiver of which
only cne operation t::;dxh exactly observed,
6 missions to carry or supply agents from the British air bases in _
Great Dritain and Italy to Holland, Jutland, and Southern Foland,

numEerous pgtrol misglons with Type Moguito aircraft.

German documentary data providing information on theBritish air ac-|

tivities over the Heich'e territory during the period from 1 to 6 June 1944,
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Since there was unfavorable [lying weather during this period, it was pre-
sured that the British operztions were restricted to nuisance misslons with

Type Moscuito aireraft.

b.) British Offensive Tactics

Partieular changes in the tactics applied in the British night at-
_tacks against targets in the Reich's territory could notbe observed during
May. In conducting their Mosquito operations the British showed the endea-
vor to carry out, using flare ewipment, the nulsance raids in & concentra-
ted form as well as in a short period of attack and to Xmrmxoa improve the
effect by imzxmamsd loading increased amounts of explosives, in particular
. aerial mines.

¢.) Commitment of the German Night Fighter Forces

During May the majority of the British bomber streams intruded
acroes the Channel area in southern and south-eastern direction into the
area of Northern France and “elgium. Frecuently Mosquito-units left the bom
ber stream to proceed into the Heich's territory which made it difficult
for the Uerman night fighter commend to form a picture of the air situation

. in respect to intruding aireraft, This command could never anticipate
whether the respective bomber stream intruding across the Channel would
operate only up to the western areas occupied by Cermany or would procced

' into the Reich's territory. Consequently, the Headqu;tera of the 1 Flghter
Corps was under the necessity,whenever a British bomber stream approached,
to commit all might fighter forces of the home air defense, as & precautio-
nary measure, in such a manner that, should the bombers proceed into the
former

Reich's territory, the Yeould engage in combat as far in the liest as possil

ble and, above all, in time.
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The re?ult of thie fact waes that in cases when the Eritish bombers attacked
targetieBelgium and Northern France the majority of night fighter units of
the home air defense committed did not reach the bomber stream. The night
which were
forces of the I Fighter Corps‘deployed in Holland aud_helgium represented
an excoption; this was especially =o when the& coulzaﬁzigi?vary early.
This was possible only when the German radio intelligence adequately estab-
lished the point of time when the assembly of the bomber aircraft was com-
pleted,or the point of time when the firet elements of the bomber streams
started their approach flight over the Island of Britain. Thus it was hard-
1y possible that the might fighter forces of the home air defense could
score sizgable succerses in their defensive operatione against night attacks
on targets in the western areas occupied by Germany. In spite of uuil:itl
weather conditions moderately suited for defensive action,the successes of
the night fighters in their defensive operations zgainst night attacke on
targets in the Reich'e territory were of normal extent.

compared to
The German weakness dwoddosmsms® the British Mosquito opera -

tions continued to exist, In May, this weakness was manifested by the fact
of

that dwesmg = Eritich loogmesximodksek total effort of 950 Mosquito-air-

craft against the Reich's territory only 4 Nosquito-aircraft were shot down,

while the Yermsn losses mixadzexadk amounted to 11 aircraft,

The British mine-layer aircraft in the area of the Danube Hiver
had initially been considered as aircraft carrying or supplying agents or
as nuisance aireraft., It was not until the first shipping losses on the Da-
nube River were sustained, that the Pritish objective was revealed. Since
the mine-layer aircraft which flew at low altitudes could not be intercep-

ted by the ground radar stations, the night fighters of the 8th Fighter
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By the 3rd Fighter Division: A1l twin-engine fighter aircraft took off as a
precaution measure, since it was imitially not
clear in which directicn the bomber stream would
intrude.The units landed after the bombers chan-

ged their course over Northern rrance.

Total Effort: 74 single-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft.

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

Losses of Friendly Forces: None.

Weather Conditions: Bright, 3/10 ice clouds zbove 7000 meters, High-altitude

winds at 5000 to 7000 meters: 330 degrees, 50 kilometers
per hour. Maon light.

Results of the Nuisance Raid on Serlin on 9/10 May 194L4:

The following explosives were dropped: 9 zerial mines and 75 demolition bombg
Damage to material and losses of personnel: 34 buildings totally destroyed,
331 buildings damaged,
27 killed,
234 wounded, and

1650 homeless.

12.) British Bomber Operation into the Area of Eruseels, Cambrai as well as

Nuisance Raids on Frankfurt on the Main, Fannheim, and Budapest on 10/11

ay 194k

(See sketch: home zir defense, supplement 220 %)
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The following forces were employed:

Againgtthe aireraft intruding fram the South:

By the 7th Fighter Division: Twin-engine fighter aircraft of the Fighter Com=
mander Ostmark from Wiener-Neustadt and Parndorf

to provide protection at night over Budapest.

Apainst Nosquito-bombers:

By the 3rd Fighter Division: A number of twin-engine fighter aircraft.

Against the bomber stream intruding into Belgium:

By the 3rd Fighter Divieion: Twin-engine fighter aircraft from the area of
liolland for pursuit operations over felgium. The
Fighters were directed into the bomber stream
over Schelde Estuary,
lwin-engine righter aircraft from Langendiebach
and Mainz-Finthen in direction of Brussels. The
aircraft landed after the bombers had turned back

over Brucssels.

Total Effort: 82 twin-engine fighter aireraft.

Bad high-altitude visibility hindered the night fighter operations over the
area of pglgium.

Enemy Losses: 5 bomber aireraft definitely shot down.

—————— e

Loeses of Friendly Forces: 1 aircraft.

Losses of personnel: 1 killed,

1 wounded.
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A nuisance rzid on kannheim with a small Mosquite-unit.
Patrol missions with a number of "FN"-aircraft over North-iiestern Cermany
and Holland.,

A mine-laying operation in the Kattegat.

flesults of the Attacks: Considerable damage to buildings.Among other objects

11 industrial establishments in Dortmund were hit
and 2 industrial establishments in Braunschweig

incurred medium damage,

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were employed!:

By the 1lst, 2nd, 3rd, and Tth Fighter Divieions:

In fighter pursuit operations: 227 twin-engine fighter aircraft, and

to provide fighter protection: 64 single-engine fighter aircraft of which
157 aircreft were employed to repulse the attack on Dortmund and

13}, aireraft were employed te repulse the atiack on Braunschweig.

Totel Effort: 291 single-engine znd twin-engine fighter aircraft,

Aetivities of the Antiaireraft Artillery:

The Tollowing amount of am unition was discharged:

257 heavy batteries fired 32 18l rounds.

Ereny losses: 35 bomber aireraft definitely shotl down,

7 bomber zircraft probably shotl down.

In addition, the following aireraft were shot down by amti-

i e i S o

sireraft artillery:

C————

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

. - 204 - . ‘

On 2L/25 lay by a small nunber of Nosquito-bozbers,
/ o O3 ]

Results of the Attack: 4 number of bonbs was released on the central section

of the city causing only slight damage.

On 27/28 May by 20 Moscuito-bonbers,

e —

Besults of the Attack: There were only neglible results.

On 28/29 ¥ay by 20 Mosquito-bombers during the period from Cl:01 to 01315

hours.

Results of the Attack: In the south-western section of the c;ity

. 12 buildings were destroyed,
36 buildings were damaged,
, persons were killed,
22 persons were wWounded, and

450 persons became homeless. ‘

On 24/25 llay a total etrengbh of 500 British bomber aircraft which were
—————————— gEparale
divided into two'bomber streams approaching at different times abtlacked the
trangrortation facilities of Aachen.

-. The firet attack took place during the period from 00:50 to 01:21 hours,
the second zttack took place during the peried from 02:15 to 0U2:45 hours,

Results of the Attacks: Medium damage tp transportation facilities,

. i et e e s e, e e

Westher Conditions: Dense formation of clouds at altitudes from 1500 to

5000 geters.

On 29/30 Yay S0 bomber aircraft from the Pritish air base in Italy directed

their attack ageinst the air base of Fe1g on the Vagram in lower Austria.
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